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“By their fruits ye shall know them”
We need to have a living faith, not a dead faith. Without works, or action, 
faith is dead. Jesus put it another way when he said, “By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” The fig tree that Jesus saw, being covered with leaves but having 
no fruit, was like a man full of words but no action. We remember that Jesus 
condemned that tree and it withered away and died. 

Jesus is the husbandman of the vineyard. We are the trees. Soon he is coming 
to see what kind of fruit we have. What will he find?

It’s not enough to be covered with leaves; there must be fruit. It’s not enough 
to talk a good fight. Paul said he had fought a good fight, and this denotes 
action. Remember: “Actions speak louder than words.” What are our actions 
saying? 

Robert J. Lloyd
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After 20 years of servitude in Syria, Jacob prepared his family and fled from his 
father-in-law Laban, back to the land of promise:

“And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. When Jacob 
saw them, he said, ‘This is the camp of God!’ So he named that place Ma-
hanaim” (Gen 32:1,2).

“Mahanaim” signifies “camps” or “armies” and in this case alludes to the two 
“camps”, that of Jacob’s family and that of God. Elisha’s revelation to his servant, 
at a later date, stresses the same lesson: Though the opposing forces appeared 
overpowering, yet if the young man’s eyes were truly opened they would behold 
on his side the armies of heaven:

“Don’t be afraid... Those who are with us are more than those who are with 
them” (2Ki 6:16). 

Likewise, David wrote of the angel of the LORD, who “encamps [‘hanah’ — the 
same root as ‘Mahanaim’] around those who fear him, and delivers them” (Psa 
34:7).

And Jesus, facing his sternest trial, could testify to the unseen presence of twelve 
legions of angels (Matt 26:53), hovering over and protecting him and his flock.

For Jacob, this vision of angels, coming as it did at a time of danger and fear, 
should have sustained and comforted him. And it did, up to a point. But how far 
such a vision can override the seeming reality of one’s experience, it is difficult to 
say. We read that Jacob, immediately after seeing the angels, still felt the need to 
take steps that he hoped would ensure his success. He sent messengers ahead to 
appeal to his estranged brother Esau, whom he feared (Gen 32:3-5).

True to his lifelong tendencies, Jacob plotted and struggled, or wrestled, with cir-
cumstances, all to his best advantage, as he saw it. He demonstrated an interesting 
combination of trust in God and trust in his own wits, interesting particularly 
in this: that Jacob is so much like the rest of us. This story is an invitation to us, 
to see ourselves in Jacob.

*****
“When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, ‘We went to your brother 
Esau, and now he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with 
him.’ In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him 
into two groups [‘Mahanaim’ again] and the flocks and herds and camels 
as well. He thought, ‘If Esau comes and attacks one group [or camp] the 
group [or camp] that is left may escape’ ” (vv 6-8).

Jacob had just seen the company of angels. Why did he fear? 

Seeing God’s Face 

Editorial
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If we can answer that question, then we can answer the more relevant question: 
Why do we fear? Why? When Scriptures are filled with messages of surpassing 
comfort and mercy, messages that speak to us: “Fear not, little flock.”

Although he was afraid for his safety and that of his family, Jacob never really 
doubted the presence and the concern of God. And so he prayed to the God of 
his fathers, reminding Him of His promises, reminding Him of His past mercies: 
“Oh God... I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown 
your servant... [yet] Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother” (vv 9-11).

His prayer was a retrospect of his life: “I had only my staff when I crossed this 
Jordan, but now I have become two groups” (v 10). In remembering past evidence 
of God’s guidance and comfort in his life, he strengthened his confidence in a 
present continuance of such guidance. Despite his fear of Esau, Jacob showed 
faith in God (v 11) and in His Word (v 12). Distress made his prayer fervent, as 
nothing else could. No insipid, practiced, routine prayer was this; it was real and 
meaningful.

But still, Jacob continued to make material provisions for his safety: he arranged 
bribes, and sent emissaries ahead with them (vv 13-21), all so careful and calcu-
lated, as he always had been. Was this necessary? Should he have bothered with 
such matters, should he have even thought of them, if he truly trusted in God?

There are no easy answers to such questions. In the warm security of our homes, 
nestled in easy chairs, with food aplenty, and the world at bay somewhere outside, 
the answer comes easily: ‘No, of course not. There was no need.’ 

But turn us out of our homes, strip from us our supposed security, expose us to 
the dangers of the world in an immediate, life-threatening sense. Then, if we are 
honest, we may admit that our perspectives would be drastically altered. So it 
was with Jacob. Let us, who “stand” so casually when all is calm, take heed lest 
we “fall” when the storms beat upon us.

“That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and 
his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them 
across the stream, he sent over all his possessions” (vv 22,23)

Here is perhaps the best explanation for these confusing verses: The whole 
company was first of all on the south side of the Jabbok, exposed to Esau and his 
men. Jacob returned all his family to the north side and relative safety, and then 
recrossed the Jabbok, and remained on the south side alone, to face the enemy, 
as he saw it.

There he stayed, alone and watching through a dark night of fear, inner turmoil, 
self-doubts, and even (perhaps?) doubts about God. Time after time the question 
would rise in his mind: what will the morning bring? Can any of us, with even the 
slightest inclination toward a true self-examination, fail to be moved by a con-
templation of that night? Can any of us, made as we are of flesh and blood, look 
upon such a scene and fail to recognize ourselves? “Behold, you are the man!” 

*****
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Then suddenly, out of that night, a figure approached, shrouded in darkness. 
His heart leaped; was it Esau? What should he do? At once he was on his feet, 
advancing and wrestling with the unrecognizable “enemy” (v 24). In the heat 
and fear of the night he sweated and grappled, as though his life depended on 
his own strength. But through his desperation came the awakening realization 
that he would never prevail.

Then, at a touch the “enemy” disabled him totally: his leg was lame to the point of 
uselessness (v 25). Now there was nothing left to do but cling in abject helpless-
ness to the mysterious figure who had bested him in the struggle. What power 
was this against which he had been wrestling? It could not be Esau. Could it be 
God Himself? Still more desperately now, Jacob clung to the being who acted as 
if to depart:

“I will not let you go unless you bless me” (v 26). 
No longer Jacob the wrestler, nor Jacob the clever schemer, he was now Jacob 
the humble supplicant, begging the most meager crumb from the master’s table: 
“Please, bless me.”

“The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Jacob,’ he answered. Then 
the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you 
have struggled or wrestled with God and with men and have overcome’ ” 
(vv 27,28).

Jacob (meaning the “supplanter”, literally, the “one who takes by the heel”) is trans-
formed into Israel (“the prince with God”). His “overcoming” of God is achieved 
through humility and prayer, in inverse proportion to a trust in his own strength. 
In his natural weakness he prevailed and became spiritually strong; the full real-
ization of his own emptiness and hopelessness bound him absolutely to the only 
true source of strength (2Co 12:7-10). Only then could he find the blessing!

*****

Do we struggle with God? How do we confront our enemies? Do we go through 
life dividing our time between praying and plotting? Do we ask for help and then 
scheme in unworthy ways to obtain our goals, giving the lie to all our worthier 
thoughts? Do we twist and wrestle and worry under every constraint to our own 
wills, never pausing to remind ourselves that God is in control of everything, and 
that what we suffer as well as what we enjoy contribute alike to His purpose?

It is so easy to forget the lesson of Shimei’s cursing of David, for David recognized 
that God had sent the “enemy”, and who was he to ask why? (2Sa 16:10). Likewise, 
the reply of Jesus to Pilate: “You have no power over me if it were not given to you 
from above” (John 19:11). Our problem is the same as Jacob’s: how to remember 
in our troubled hours what we take for granted in our quieter moments, that “all 
things work together for good to them that love God”, and that “if God be for us, 
who can be against us?” (Rom 8:28,31). Assuredly we shall all come to times when 
our theoretical belief in such an idea will be put to the test of reality. 

*****
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This momentous event in Jacob’s life is the theme for inspired commentary in 
other Scripture passages:

“Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to 
an idol or swear by what is false. He will receive blessing [Gen 32:26] from 
the LORD and vindication from God his Savior. Such is the generation of 
those who seek him, who seek your face [‘Peniel’: Gen 32:30,31], O God of 
Jacob” (Psa 24:3-6).

The experiences of Jacob the struggler had deeply touched the heart of the psalm-
ist David. So he learned, as must we, to see the “face of God” (Peniel) in every 
experience, and especially in every crisis.

Also in Hosea 12:3-6:
“In the womb he grasped his brother’s heel”:

Jacob’s birth epitomized his early life, a continual struggle for material advan-
tage.

“As a man he strugged with God”:
Wherein was his strength? Certainly not in the arm of flesh!:

“He struggled with the angel and overcame him: he wept, and begged for 
his favor” – 

Here was Jacob’s only source of strength: a recognition of his personal weak-
ness.

“He found him at Bethel”:
a reference to Jacob’s earlier vision of angels (Gen 28).

“And there he spake with us” (KJV). 
So the inspired prophet Hosea invites us, as we have been doing, to see ourselves 
in Jacob, and Jacob in ourselves. The experiences of this flesh-and-blood man 
have direct relevance to us. Do we fear and doubt? Do we vacillate between faith 
in God and scheming on our own account? So did he! But in his weakness he 
was drawn finally and completely to God. Let us have the humility and grace, 
and wisdom, to follow his path.

There is comfort in this thought, that Jacob never attained anything like absolute 
perfection — he never could bring himself to trust God absolutely — and yet 
God loved him. And so it may be with us. God has condescended to be known 
as the “God of Jacob” (the one who “struggled” or “wrestled”), not just the “God 
of Israel” (the “Prince with God”).

*****
“So Jacob called the place Peniel [the face of God], saying, ‘It is because I saw 
God face to face, and yet my life was spared.’ The sun rose above him as he 
passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip” (Gen 32:30,31).

The “thorn in his flesh”, like Paul’s, was not removed (2Co 12:7). It remained with 
Jacob as proof and reminder of his encounter with God. And so we all “limp” 
through life, our failures and weaknesses (whatever form they take) witnessing 
eloquently to us of our need, our desperate need, to trust in God alone. We survey 
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our lives, and we remember the times when we, personally, failed, yet in those 
failures found God.

As Jacob limped toward his meeting with Esau, the sun rose upon him! The 
doubts, the shadows, and the fears were gone with the night. He had seen God 
face to face, and through his weakness found a blessing. Now, when at last he 
saw Esau, he would still be seeing “God” (Gen 33:10). From now on, wherever 
he went, Jacob would always see God’s “face”.

*****

Our Father, help us to see Your “face” in all our experiences. Cause the light of Your 
truth to shine into our hearts, so that — abandoning our own wills and our own 
strength — we come at last to trust in You alone. In Christ we pray. Amen.

George Booker

The Conjunction of Faith and Action
“I will appease him [Esau] with the present that goeth before me, 
and afterwards I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me” 
(Gen 32:20).

Why should Jacob resort to such measures if he left the matter to God? 
Why not trust to the mollifying effect of God’s action on the mind of Esau? 
Well, because Jacob, while committing the matter to God, recognized the 
duty of doing his best to bring about the result he desired. If the steps of 
those who thus commit their way to Him are directed, may we not conclude 
that Jacob was moved to take the measures that were needful to avert the 
impending danger? The result justifies the thought; for Esau, whatever his 
original intentions may have been, was entirely propitiated by the friendly 
arrangements of his brother, and the meeting was a meeting of friend-
ship instead of hostility. God has conferred upon man the god-like gift 
of independent volition, alias free will, within the boundary imposed by 
surrounding conditions. This limited independence of will is the basis of 
all God’s dealings with man. Consequently, “providence” is a complex and 
interesting operation that manipulates circumstances, and so acts through, 
without setting aside, the natural action of the unconstrained human will. If 
the objects aimed at were to be accomplished on mechanical principles, the 
operation would be more direct, and briefer, but vastly less interesting and 
effective in every way. It would exclude faith on the part of those for whom 
it is conducted, which of itself would be a fatal flaw; for it is a truth in many 
relations that, “Without faith, it is impossible to please God” (Heb 11:6)... 
We shall not err if, like him, while trusting to God’s guidance and cooperation, 
we humbly and prayerfully resort to the best arrangements our wisdom can 
suggest, always taking care that none of our arrangements are forbidden.

(Robert Roberts, Ways of Providence)

____________
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Mark 14 describes the events leading up to the Last Supper, the details of the meal, 
and the effects of that evening. It is relatively easy to read through the account 
of the meal without imagining the scene. Thus we fail to realize the emotional 
drama that unfolded in the upper room. Let’s see if we can recreate the scene and 
thereby learn some of the practical consequences of the events.

The disciples would have made their way down darkened streets to the place 
where Jesus had instructed them to go. As they climbed the outer stone staircase, 
they would have wondered about the significance of this meal about which their 
Master had made several comments recently. At the top of the steps, they would 
have pushed open the door on its leather hinges and entered into a smoke-filled 
room. Oil lamps would have cast a warm glow on the rough stone walls. On the 
floor there would have been a number of hay cushions and woven mats.

Jesus had taken the role of servant at the doorway as the disciples removed their 
dusty sandals; in this capacity he washed their feet and dried them. There was 
much embarrassment at this act, but they each in turn submitted to his careful 
kindness. They rinsed their hands in the water from the jug in the corner, and 
made their way to sit down. Again, there was some debate about where to sit, or 
rather where the Master was going to sit, so that they could be close to him.

In the alcove at the side of the main room, two or three women were preparing 
dishes for the thirteen men. The wood for the fire had been collected earlier, and 
the vegetables brought in from the villages where they lived. The pita bread had 
been baked earlier; its aroma, mixed with that of the vegetables, was enticing. Wine 
in its leather wineskins had been carried up the stairs by one of the disciples and 
was now being poured into newly glazed mugs and passed around the room. 

There was an air of expectancy tinged with fear and uncertainty. The conversa-
tion was in hushed tones, and everyone was uncertain about what was going to 
happen. They thought that they had been planning for the Passover meal. But 
this was a day early, and it wasn’t quite right!

The meal was probably served hot. It resembled the Passover meal, with its bitter 
herbs and unleavened bread, and its multiple cups of wine to aid digestion. As 
they ate, they talked quietly amongst themselves. Then Jesus announced that one 
of them was going to betray him. He gave a piece of bread to Judas, who took it 
and afterward went out quietly into the dark night. 

Initially, each man thought that the betrayer may have been himself. But later, 
when it finally emerged that the betrayer was Judas, they were understandably 
filled with consternation and anger at the betrayal.

At the Last Supper

Exhortation
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Jesus continued to teach them, and their eyes would have been drawn to their 
Master as he spoke to them about his true nature, his sacrifice, and his resurrec-
tion. Possibly there was an intensity of commitment, an identification with Jesus, 
and a sharing in his work that they had never experienced before. Yet even at this 
moment of heightened awareness, there were still doubts and uncertainties.

Then Jesus took a piece of the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to each of the 
disciples in turn. He took the last of the wine, blessed it, and passed it around to 
the disciples. Thus they all shared the wine together. After they had sung a hymn 
they went out to Gethsemane. At the table and along the road, Jesus taught them 
many things; surely they listened to him with some fear and trembling.

In many ways this was an ordinary meal, a group of men meeting together to 
share food, wine, and conversation. At this time of the year, in Israel, it was also 
customary to meet and have a special meal together. But, in another sense this 
was a meal like no other!

The timing of the meal was significant. It came at the time of the Passover festival, 
but not exactly at the time for the great Passover meal itself. In fact, Jesus was to 
be sacrificed at the very time when the Passover lambs were being killed in the 
temple courts. However, all the symbolism of the Passover was to be fulfilled in 
him. His body was the “bread broken”; he was the bread of life! He himself was 
the Lamb, selected and prepared — the Lamb of God destined to “take away the 
sin of the world”! He was the lamb, “pure and undefiled”, foreordained from the 
beginning of time. He was the one who was to be “Christ, our Passover Lamb” 
(1Co 5:7). However, he was also “the Lamb” to be raised from the dead, to be 
glorified by being exalted to the throne of God. And the Lamb described by the 
apostle John in the Book of Revelation: “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, 
standing in the center of the throne” (Rev 5:6). He was to be the “first begotten 
from the dead”, given immortality, never to die again.

These are the things Jesus taught the disciples at the meal table and as they walked 
through the streets of Jerusalem, out of the city gate, and across the Kedron Brook 
to Gethsemane (cp John 13:31—17:3).

However, let’s get back to the Last Supper. It was a relatively ordinary meal, yet at 
the same time a meal alive with high drama. The emotional stakes were high, and 
the tension was acute. How would we have felt if we had been present? 

Would we have been embarrassed that we had allowed the Master to wash our feet? 
Would we have helped to prepare the meal? Or would we just have arrived at the 
last minute, hoping that someone else had done everything? Would we have been 
jostling for position, trying to be on the right hand of the Master, so that we would 
be included in the discussion? Would we have listened spellbound to the teach-
ing, but secretly hoped it would not involve any serious personal commitment 
and sacrifice? Would each of us have thought deeply and sadly that it could have 
been “I” who betrayed Jesus? Would we have shared Peter’s denial, vehemently 
claiming that we would give all and never deny our Lord and Master?
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And yet, I am sure that if we had been there, we would have tried to do what was 
right. We would have failed to achieve the high standard set by the Master’s ex-
ample. Surely in some way, each of us would have been somewhat like Judas and 
Peter. Like them, we are frail, erring creatures, prone to sin and failure. The one 
betrayed and did not seek forgiveness, while the other denied and repented. The 
one died, but the other lived. Whatever our response to the Master, however, we 
come to the Lord’s Table, whether we have betrayed or denied, whether we have 
not done what we could, whether we have done what we should not have done. 
The Lord shares this bread and this wine, and we receive it gratefully. We know 
that in him, the Lamb of God, we are forgiven, and refreshed and reinvigorated 
by this meal. It is a simple and ordinary meal, yet it speaks volumes in spiritual 
lessons. 

Colin Edwards (Newbury, UK)

“And they made ready the Passover” (Matthew 26:19)
“With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer” 
(Luke 22:15). Even in his agony he did not forget or neglect his infinite love 
for them.

“And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you that one of you shall betray 
me” (Matt 26:21). And everyone said, “Is it I?” — Judas along with the rest. 
Was there nothing in all those three years that Judas had done that would 
cause them to suspect, nor in all Jesus’ relationships with Judas? What a 
marvelous testimony to the impartial love Jesus had shown to his secret 
enemy among them! 

“Yea, mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted hath lifted up his heel against 
me!” (Psa 41:9). How could Jesus trust him if he knew from the beginning he 
would betray him? Clearly it means that he treated him with the same trust 
that he treated the others. He made no distinction, though he knew what he 
would do. There is a great lesson for us here in our treatment of others.

There is another reason why the disciples did not suspect Judas. The outward 
difference between him and them was not as great as we might suppose. 
Truly they were basically sincere and he was not. But they were very childish 
and self-centered and uncomprehending — until the shock and sorrow of 
the cross made them men... And we find that right after he tells them that 
one of them will betray him, they are quarreling among themselves who shall 
be greatest in the Kingdom — right at the last supper, when Jesus was in his 
agony of love and sorrow. They sorrowed, like sympathetic but unrealizing 
children, when he spoke of betrayal and death, but they were soon too preoc-
cupied with their own selfish rivalry to remember what he had said. It was 
then that Jesus girded himself with a towel, and washed their feet.

“Having loved his own, he loved them to the end” (John 13:1) — not for what 
they were, but in faith for what they would be when they grew up.

G.V. Growcott

____________
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Continuing his theme of what is effectively a new life in the Lord Jesus, Paul uses 
“therefore” at the beginning of Ephesians 5 and implies that all he has hitherto 
asked of his readers is to imitate God: “Be ye therefore imitators of God, as be-
loved children.” Thus he provides a reminder that God truly loves His children. 
As beloved children, they should bear the image of their Father. This reflection 
takes us back to the stages of creation, where it is affirmed exclusively of man that 
he was made in the image of God (Gen 1:26). We know sorrowfully that the man 
and the woman, through their sin of disobedience, forfeited this status, and they 
became conscious of their nakedness, thereafter associated with sin (cf Rev 16:15). 
Even so, the Father in His love did not abandon them, but provided a covering 
for their nakedness (Gen 3:21), as a token of His continuing love. Because of this 
unquenchable love, His erring people could be adopted back into His family, but 
only on His conditions. Earlier in these studies, we have dealt with this concept 
of adoption (see Eph 1:5). 

Paul’s readers, having thus been graciously granted the status of beloved children, 
are now called upon to respond to the privilege they enjoy. They should dem-
onstrate they are indeed children by showing they too can “walk in love” (v 2), 
a love which matches that of their redeemer: “as Christ also loved you”. This is a 
sure echo of the Lord’s own commandment (see John 13:34). To “walk” is a figure 
of speech which conveys the idea of human behavior (cf Gen 6:9). 

It reminds us too of the supreme demonstration of this love, as the Lord himself 
said to his apostles, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends” (John 15:13). The terms which the apostle employs to describe 
the Lord’s love reveals his familiarity with the Law: Christ’s sacrificial love was “a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God”, an expression he uses in acknowledging the 
gift received from his beloved disciples at Philippi (cf Phil 4:18). The expression 
“to God”, recalls the fact that the Lord’s sacrificial death was an act of obedience, 
contrasting with the first sin, an act of disobedience (see John 10:17). Paul, who 
had received his rabbinical training at the feet of Gamaliel (cf Acts 22:3; 5:34), was 
thoroughly familiar with the Old Testament and especially the Mosaic Law. 1

Avoiding impurity
Continuing to pursue the theme of the moral implications of their new calling 
in the Lord Jesus, Paul addresses to his readers an admonition which embraces 
the speech as well as the conduct of disciples in verse 3: “But among you there 
must not be a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, 
because these are improper for God’s holy people” (NIV). The admonition is car-
ried further in verse 4: “Nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, or jesting, which are 

Exposition

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians:
(16) What It Means to be Children Beloved by God
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not befitting.” Loose talk is becoming commoner in western societies, and it is 
becoming looser. Some of the Roman writers were very free in their allusions to 
sexual matters. Indeed, in all generations, talk on sexual matters can be disgusting. 
As far as believers are concerned, all this behavior is to be banished (v 7): there 
is to be no sharing of this way of life either in the home of disciples or when they 
assemble. Jeremiah had much to say about the Jewish world he knew, and there 
is one expression which sums up the people to whom he witnessed: 

“Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? Nay, they 
were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush” (Jer 6:15; 8:12). 

When the capacity to blush, that is, to feel a sense of shame, has gone, the state 
of a society can become quite uncertain. The atmosphere amongst God’s people 
should be pure; all that is unsavory should give place to thanksgiving, and an 
appreciation of God’s grace and of the priceless privilege of being disciples of 
the Lord Jesus. The apostle then presses home the consequence of any failure to 
respond to his teaching: “Let no man deceive you with empty words: for because 
of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience” (v 6). 
There is no room for argument concerning these matters: God has made perfectly 
clear what He requires from His servants. 

The Lord God is wonderfully forgiving but there is a limit to His patience and 
this was shown in the days of Noah. We cannot forget the Lord spoke of the time 
preceding his Second Coming as a period recalling the days of Noah (see Luke 
17:26,27,30). 

“Children of light”
Following the stern warning of verse 7, Paul uses a highly effective figure of speech: 
“For ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk as children of 
light” (v 8). Their previous condition was such that it was darkness! There is a 
similar passage in Colossians, and a vivid one; and we should notice Paul includes 
himself as a sharer with the Colossians of the same privilege: 

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 
the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Col 1:13, NIV).

The Thessalonians also belonged to the day (1Th 5:5). The dark part of the day, 
when the sun is down, is the time when crimes and shameful deeds are often 
committed. This is a comparison which frequently occurs in the New Testament; 
in John 3 we find the declaration: 

“For everyone that doeth ill hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth the truth cometh to the 
light, that his works should be made manifest, that they have been wrought 
in God” (John 3:20,21). 

The primary source of light, as the opening verses of Genesis make clear, is the 
LORD God: “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” (1:3). So com-
plete an expression of God’s will was His Son, that he became the light of the world 
(John 8:12; 9:5). The first of these verses in John possesses a special interest, as it 
bears so directly on what Paul tells us in Ephesians: “I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in the darkness but shall have the light of life.” 
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It is when we accept the Lord Jesus as our redeemer and our example that we can 
hope to walk in light. We should note, too, how Jesus uses the figure of “walking” 
to convey the concept of a way of life. It is a metaphor much exploited by Paul in 
Ephesians, and in chapter 5 we can refer to verses 2, 8, and 15. 

It is carried further in verse 9: 
“For the fruit of the light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth.” 

This is the fruit of the Spirit, so familiar to all readers of Paul, who makes that 
powerful contrast in Galatians 5, between the (dark) deeds of the flesh and the 
fruit of the spirit (vv 19-23). The followers of the Lord are called upon to live 
what we may term fruitful lives; in the beautiful allegory of the vine, the Lord 
tells his hearers: “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and so 
shall ye be my disciples” (John 15:8). The natural world endorses fully the truth 
of the Lord’s words: so much depends upon an adequate supply of sunshine for 
growth and maturing. 

Have no fellowship with darkness
But the fruitful life does not come automatically; it has to be cultivated; we need 
to know what God’s will is (v 10). Humanity can be so easily misled by hollow 
claims. With his long experience, John gives this counsel: “Dear friends, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1Jo 4:1, NIV). The concept of 
isolation from the practices of the world is enjoined in Ephesians 5:11: 

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
even rebuke them.”

“To have fellowship” is by derivation to have things in common, to share. So far 
from associating with works of darkness, disciples are to denounce them and show 
them to be what they truly are. Quoting John once more, we have his guidance 
as to what is true fellowship: “Our fellowship is with the Father, and with his son 
Jesus Christ” (1Jo 1:3). The study of this whole chapter reveals the kinship between 
Paul’s teaching and that of the beloved disciple — a subject which, like so many 
in Ephesians, could be pursued, and at some length. 

The sense of verse 13 is thus brought out by the NIV: “But everything exposed 
by the light becomes visible.” How true this is: in the full light of day the nature 
of objects becomes identifiable. Nothing can be successfully concealed from the 
Almighty, as Psalm 139 so wonderfully declares: 

“Even the darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shineth as the day: The 
darkness and the light are both alike to thee” (v 12) (see also Heb 4:12). 

Because of these verities, the apostle calls on his readers to awake, if perchance 
they have been overcome by sleep: 

“Therefore it is said, Awake O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give you light” (Eph 5:14).

It has been conjectured that Paul is here quoting a hymn, and that may well be 
the case. In this connection, it is interesting to note that in Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3:16 there is a reference to the singing of hymns. The Lord and the 
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apostles sang a hymn together in the upper room (Matt 26:30). A good hymnal 
is indeed a veritable treasury and a source of guidance and comfort. 

“Examine yourselves”, and “redeem the time”
We can look at verses 15 and 16 of Ephesians 5 together: 

“Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil.”

Paul declares that we should examine ourselves, just as he does in 1 Corinthians 
11:28, whenever we break bread in memory of our Lord’s sacrificial death. Self-
examination is always desirable in the life of a disciple. Sloth and casualness are 
a denial of the principles by which we can be saved. Moreover, our life is fleet-
ing, and only a vapor. This teaches us that opportunities for service must not be 
neglected. Nobody recognized this more clearly than our Lord: “We must work 
the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh when no man 
can work” (John 9:4). Long before this, the psalmist had said: “Today, if you hear 
his voice” (Psa 95:7, NIV; see also Heb 4:7). 

In view of all this, disciples must redeem the time, for the days are evil. Redeeming 
may seem a strange concept, but it is clear that what Paul is requiring is activ-
ity, a fitting response to our calling with its challenges. Society does not change 
fundamentally; it is ever astray and its siren voice can beguile the believer. We 
must avoid foolishness (v 17), and this we can certainly do if we have a proper 
understanding of God’s will. We must remember the principle which governed 
the life of our Lord: he came to do God’s will (see Heb 10:7, quoting Psa 40:7). 
Ideally this should be true of all followers of our Lord Jesus. 

Tom Barling (Teignmouth, England) 
Note:
1.	 Paul’s	use	of	the	expression	in	verse	2	can	first	be	found	in	Genesis	8:21,	of	Noah’s	offering.	

Subsequently,	it	frequently	occurs	to	describe	sacrifices	acceptable	to	God:	see,	among	many	
references,	Exodus	29:25,41;	Numbers	28	is	especially	helpful	in	this	connection.	When	an	
offering	was	made	strictly	according	to	God’s	prescription,	it	was	acceptable	to	Him;	this	is	
a	lesson	for	all	times.	

“All parents know how much their children imitate them. Sometimes with 
young children it comes as quite a shock when our children trot out phrases, 
sayings, or actions that exactly mirror what we say or do... Paul tells us to ‘be 
imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children’ (Eph 5:1,2).

“So in the same way that children copy our actions, we need to copy the 
actions of our greatest role models — the Lord our God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ. We need to get to know them and be familiar enough with them to 
imitate them. Children can’t copy something they have never seen, or never 
taken notice of. Children only copy what is familiar to them. We too are only 
able to copy what we have seen or observed. So let us follow closely the ex-
amples we are given in the Scriptures. Let us become familiar with them and 
imitate the love we are shown, the love that has so freely been given to us, 
giving ourselves up as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God just as Jesus 
did for us” (Robert Prins).

____________
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“And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me,
 it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 

and he were cast into the sea” (Mark 9:42)
Many years ago I was teaching a Sunday school class comprised of tween-age 
children and I asked them the question: What does Jesus mean by “offense” in the 
Mark 9:42 passage? One of the youngsters immediately blurted out, “That’s when 
my team has the ball!” He actually wasn’t that far off the mark, because the word 
“offense” is used in sports to indicate the team that is attacking while the other 
side is necessarily on the defense. Hence, it was a simple step to tell these children 
that when they attack someone verbally they are offending them. I am not sure 
that they all understood exactly the nuances associated with the word “offend” 
in all life’s circumstances, but no matter — most adults have the same problem, 
i.e., realizing when they are actually offending someone! 

The most offensive man who ever lived
The Lord Jesus Christ probably caused more offense than anyone who has ever 
lived. Clearly his teachings placed a huge stumbling block in the path of all who 
heard them. His teachings greatly offended the scribes and Pharisees, because he 
exposed their hypocrisies and challenged the pseudo-religiosity of their beliefs. 
The truth of God, as encompassed in the Bible, continues to offend even to this 
day and will no doubt keep on offending those who practice false religion. Anyone 
who has preached knows that it is a difficult task, at times, to present the word 
of God in a truly simple and straightforward manner, while at the same time not 
offending someone who believes, for example, in the devil or the trinity. Never-
theless, it behooves us to do the best we can to approach our outreach efforts in 
as positive and non-confrontational a manner as possible. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
never ever deliberately sought to cause offense. When Jesus was asked to pay the 
two-drachma Temple tax, 1 he could have easily and justly refused, for he was both 
king and high priest and consequently exempt from such levies. Yet Jesus avoided 
the confrontation and instructed Peter to go and fish out a double portion of the 
tax to cover both of them, “lest we should offend them” (Matt 17:27). 

Nevertheless, the Pharisees were offended by his teaching: 
“Then his disciples came and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees 
were offended when they heard this saying?’ ” (Matt 15:12, NKJV).

Why were they offended? He exposed their traditions as a mere hypocritical show 
of religion, while deep down in the depths of their character they were desperate 
sinners and refused to acknowledge the shortcomings of their behavior. Instead, 
they made a public show of religious ritual while at the same time they were: 

Bible Study

Little Words that Mean a Lot
(9) Offense — Part II
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• hating without cause (Matt 5:22), 
• neglecting the poor (Luke 14:13), 
• faking their fastings (Matt 6:16), 
• forsaking the sick (Matt 21:14,15), 
• denying the needs of their parents (Mark 7:11), 
• showing no mercy in their judgments (Matt 23:23), 
• treating their marriage vows as disposable (Matt 19:3-9), and
• desecrating the Temple of God (Matt 21:12),

to cite but a few of their most grievous sins. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ soundly and forthrightly condemned such despicable 
behavior in the strongest language. He called them hypocrites on numerous occa-
sions and also compared them to vipers and serpents. None of these appellations 
were likely to whitewash the message that he intended for their ears, namely, that 
they desperately needed to repent of their ways. 

Should Jesus have been more tactful in what he said? Would he have received a 
more favorable response if he had shown shrewd diplomacy in delivering his mes-
sage? Doubtful! Jesus wasn’t running for public office; he was already appointed 
successor to the throne of David by his heavenly Father. The powerful miracles 
he performed and the righteousness of his teachings should have been sufficient 
for the scribes and Pharisees to have given him due respect as their Messiah. 

I have heard some say that, since Jesus was forthright in his speech when preach-
ing the gospel message, we should emulate that approach ourselves. In the early 
history of our community a form of provocative debate was often the style used in 
public preaching and for confronting issues within the brotherhood. The problem 
with debating is that it generally fails on two counts. First, if you prevail and win 
the debate you usually end up embarrassing your opponents and they will then 
resist your arguments all the more while vehemently seeking to prove their own 
point. Alternatively, if you lose the debate you will humiliate yourself, which will 
only serve to further fortify the belief of the one you are trying to convince. We 
need to fully realize that we are not the Lord Jesus Christ, since we are certainly 
devoid of any possible claims to heavenly authority. Hence, it doesn’t behoove us 
to use intemperate language when preaching the Truth, nor when dealing with 
internal offense within our ecclesial family. Instead we need to remember our 
relationship to those with whom we are dealing is best epitomized in the teach-
ing of our Lord:

“For he that is least among you all, the same shall be great” (Luke 9:48).

What is the best way to preach?
The question then arises: What is the best way to approach preaching work so that 
we don’t cause offense, irrespective of whether our discussions are to a public as-
sembly or just in private with an acquaintance? The apostle Paul gives us a strong 
clue as to how we ought to behave when he told the Corinthians: 

“To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men so that by all possible means I might save some” (1Co 9:22, NKJV). 
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We need to empathize with those we want to win over, whether it be a brother 
or sister offended, or a person we wish to interest in the gospel message. Not an 
easy task, but one well worth our time and effort. Instead of telling people what 
we don’t believe, we need to take a positive approach to preaching the gospel. 
Instead of telling people they are wrong, or that we disagree with them, how much 
better would be our response if we told them: “Here is another point of view you 
might wish to consider.”

To a large extent Christadelphians today have adopted this approach in external 
preaching where the Bible seminar program, in its various modifications, has 
had some very reasonable success in both witnessing and converting serious 
Bible students. Far better than the public lectures I sometimes heard as a youth 
with such confrontational titles as: “Do you believe in the Devil?” or “The trin-
ity is not a Bible doctrine.” These are actual titles that I have seen some ecclesias 
use, and I hope that I haven’t offended anyone by repeating them, for I am sure 
they were used with perfectly good intention. However, the fact remains that 
the public rarely, if ever, responds to such titles because they inherently put the 
potentially interested party on the defensive and it either scares them away, or 
they feel they already know the answer and have no need to attend. Individual 
lectures on subjects of general public interest have in my experience been more 
successful. (In this regard, I would be glad to supply some specific titles to anyone 
emailing me.)

Offense in the ecclesia
Now I want to turn to difficulties that may arise within the ecclesia that can cause 
offense. Our Lord Jesus Christ had to deal with offense on many occasions, and 
we can be guided by his teachings to handle difficult situations. Ironically, Jesus’ 
heritage and occupation were an offense to the elders of Israel: 

“ ‘Is this not the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, 
Judas, and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?’ So they were of-
fended at him” (Mark 6:3, NKJV).

They were incensed that a humble carpenter was trying to tell them how to live. 
The elders of Israel knew his family and were aware they came from lowly cir-
cumstances; hence they found it difficult to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ was 
worthy of respect. Do we get offended for the same wrong reasons? 

The ecclesia is not a social club where membership is restricted to a certain 
economic and social class, or worse yet governed by those of preferred ethnic 
or racial origin. Brothers and sisters come from all social and economic back-
grounds and bring with them various cultural heritages. It is quite possible that 
the members of any ecclesia would never be associated with one another in any 
single worldly organization drawing together people on some compatible social, 
cultural, or economic basis.

Assuredly, the only common glue that holds an ecclesia together is the bond of the 
Truth. Therefore it is not uncommon for there to be generational, cultural, or social 
status offenses caused by personality differences inherent in the backgrounds of 
brothers or sisters. Younger men may prefer to come to meeting without ties, and 
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younger women may prefer to wear a pants suit instead of a dress — just to cite 
a few examples I have witnessed around the Christadelphian world. 

Economic circumstances can certainly make it far easier for some to wear Sunday 
best, while others may only be able to afford a pair of jeans. One can certainly 
make a good argument for coming to meeting with the best appearance we might 
be able to afford, for example, in a manner we would dress for a job interview. 
However, we need also to be careful not to apply our economic status as an ab-
solute standard upon others, for our Lord looks not at the outward appearance, 
but judges the heart: 

“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 
with partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold 
rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy 
clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say 
to him, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ and say to the poor man, ‘You stand 
there,’ or, ‘Sit here at my footstool,’ have you not shown partiality among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?” (James 2:1-4, NKJV).

We should not be offended by another’s dress unless it is plainly obvious that it 
has been done maliciously or provocatively. A brother or sister coming directly 
from a blue-collar job to attend Bible class or meeting, even though dressed in 
work garments, should be commended. On the other hand, coming to meeting 
on your day off in jeans, because you were too lazy to have your good pants or 
dress cleaned and pressed doesn’t merit any praise! The same can be said for de-
corum: a sister may show up in a perfectly good pants suit and find that some are 
offended while another shows up in a skirt that leaves nothing to the imagination 
and technically meets some (un)written code of wearing a dress to meeting. Who 
has actually met a standard that should not cause offense? The bottom line is that 
we need to be tolerant and not offended by another’s dress as long as it does not 
blatantly breach reasonable standards of modesty and cleanliness.

“Eating meat” and “observing holy days”
No discussion on causes and cures for real or perceived “offenses” would be com-
plete without considering the exhortations the apostle Paul gave to the Roman 
and Corinthian ecclesias (Rom 14; 1Co 8). The key issues concerned the nature 
of the food that one could eat and what days to celebrate as holy.

Clearly some in the Roman Ecclesia believed we should all become vegetarians: 
“For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only veg-
etables” (Rom 14:2, NKJV). 

This belief was no doubt derived from a strong revulsion to killing any living 
thing. This is still a strong belief in certain religions in the world, notably among 
many Hindus (but not all). There can be no valid objection to practicing vegetari-
anism; it may indeed be even better for your health if a judicious balanced diet 
is selected. The problem comes about when those committed to such behavior 
insist all in the ecclesia must do likewise, and then become offended when others 
do not follow suit. In Corinth the subject revolved around food being eaten that 
was dedicated to idols:



TIDINGS — JuNe, 2008 227

“As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice 
unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world...” (1Co 8:4). 

It was common practice for Gentile butchers to have their produce blessed, in 
effect, by the local pagan deities. A similar circumstance could be envisaged today 
if we eat pizza at a church festival where the food is blessed by the local cleric who 
does so in the name of the trinity! 

Meanwhile in Rome some were offended over which holy days to observe: 
“One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day 
alike...” (Rom 14:5).

While the text does not say so explicitly, it is probably safe to assume Paul was not 
talking about observing pagan holidays, which had associated with them various 
sorts of debauchery. Rather the argument must have revolved around whether or 
not to observe the holy days that had been traditionally observed under the Law 
of Moses, e.g., the Sabbath, Passover, Yom Kippur, etc. Obviously, the Judaizers 
in the congregation had longstanding tradition on their side and may have been 
very offended at Gentile converts who saw no merit in continuing to observe 
these holy days. 

The discourses of Paul in treating these two causes of offense, namely, in what 
foods to eat and what holiday celebrations were required, have been the subject 
of much discussion over the years. There is sometimes the tendency to broaden 
the lessons taught in the exhortations to the Romans and Corinthians to cover 
a whole host of perceived instances of offense. We will try to avoid this snare by 
focusing solely on the general principles that the apostle Paul was trying to teach 
brethren and sisters through the ages. I will outline them as follows:

(1) The one who is offended is a weak brother or sister: “But he who is weak 
eats only vegetables” (Rom 14:2, NKJV). And “...their conscience being 
weak is defiled” (1Co 8:7).

(2) The strong brother or sister is not to press the righteousness of his or her 
cause, lest it destroy the weak. Addressing the strong brother Paul asks, 
“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt 
for your brother?” (Rom 14:10, NKJV). And “Beware lest somehow this 
liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak” (1Co 
8:9).

While it is unlikely that we would get offended over someone being a vegetarian, 
or even someone deciding to celebrate a Jewish holiday, the general principles 
still apply to a myriad of possible things that can cause offense between brethren 
and sisters. It is also certain that sometimes we will be the strong party and other 
times the weak, since we all have different sensitivities depending on the issue! 
Whenever I am faced by a situation where I feel offended I try to remember the 
teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute 
you” (Matt 5:44, NKJV). 
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If we take this approach to whatever has been said or done to us, we can never 
be the offended weak brother or sister. Conversely, when we are dealing with 
brethren and sisters, it helps to be aware that not all have the same “thick skin” 
that we may have. This may be especially true of those younger in the Truth, ones 
newly baptized, or members brought in through public preaching who come 
from non-Christadelphian backgrounds. In these situations we are dealing with 
lambs in our flock and it behooves us to nurture the little ones, bearing in mind 
that our Lord said: 

“It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and 
he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little 
ones” (Luke 17:2, NKJV).

The apostle Paul describes the type of character we should have, in dealing with 
each other, in words far superior to any I could possibly write: 

“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the 
fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. See that no one renders 
evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves 
and for all” (1Th 5:14,15, NKJV).

(Lord willing, next: A fig tree grows in Brooklyn)
John C. Bilello (Ann Arbor, Michigan)

Note:
1.	 The	two-drachma	tax	was	the	annual	tax	required	of	every	male	20	years	of	age	and	older	

for	the	upkeep	of	the	Temple	(Exod	30:13;	2Ch	24:9;	Neh	10:32).

Special Invitation
For many years, unity discussions have been taking place with Churches 
of God of the Abrahamic Faith. In the interest of promoting friendship and 
mutual understanding between our respective communities, we print the 
following invitation:

You, your family and friends are invited to the
32nd annual Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith Gathering 

at Denison University in Granville, Ohio, July 21-27, 2008.

Main Speakers:
Bro. John Pople — “Powerful Lessons Hidden in Mysterious Scenes”

Bro. Scott Tennant — “Micah’s Message to the Modern World” 
Bro. Kyle Tucker — “Comparing Spiritual Things with Spiritual”

Contact Bro. Brad Rek 330-609-6957 or lisarek8@cs.com
Also visit CGAF.org for additional information 

and online registration

____________
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History

Helen Shiells — A true daughter of Sarah
Gold! That simple cry heard around the world ushered 
in a year that permanently changed the history of Cali-
fornia. On January 24, 1848, gold was discovered near 
Sacramento, setting off a rush that would eventually flood 
the state with 300,000 fortune seekers. A few months 
later in that same year, a young woman in Scotland 
found something more valuable to her than all the gold 
unearthed in California. Her name was Helen Shiells; 
she and her family would one day have a large impact 
on Ventura County, California, and the Christadelphians 
who lived there. 

On an October evening in 1848, she sat in the Waterloo Assembly Rooms in far-
away Edinburgh, Scotland, listening intently to a man with a long black beard 
as he proclaimed his beliefs. The man was Bro. John Thomas, and the things 
that he said about the Bible captured her attention like nothing she had ever 
heard before. What she discovered that night would change her life in just as an 
extraordinary way as the discovery of gold would change California. Barely past 
her 27th birthday, Helen Shiells would dedicate the rest of her life to the truth 
that had been proclaimed to her that evening.

The young Scottish woman was not the only one impressed by what John Thomas 
had to say in Edinburgh in 1848. His powerful addresses there, and in Glasgow 
the month before, led to the request that he put his beliefs in writing. Out of those 
requests came Elpis Israel, a Christadelphian standard still read today. Helen 
Shiells would later encourage her friend Robert Strathearn to read the book, and 
he would be moved by it to be baptized into Christ. Helen continued to share the 
gospel with everyone with whom she came in contact all through her life, and 
would be responsible for bringing at least ten men and women to baptism.

The early years
Helen’s own baptism had occurred fully 16 years before the name Christadelphian 
was coined in 1864. She was actively living her faith and attending fraternal 
gatherings as early as the 1850s. In an article in The Christadelphian Magazine 
entitled “One Hundred Years Ago”, written in 1957, Helen is listed as one of three 
visitors at the 1856 Edinburgh gathering. This vibrant sister was first mentioned 
in The Christadelphian Magazine in 1868, when editor Robert Roberts wrote of 
visiting her and mentioned her influence on Robert Strathearn. 

“Sept. 5 permitted of a pleasant drive for several miles by the seashore, in the 
company of Bro. Strathearn, on a visit to Harelaw, where Sis. Shiells lives, to 
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whom Bro. Strathearn owes, in a great measure, the happy circumstance of 
his enlightenment in the truth.” Roberts also wrote, “Sis. Shiells... possesses an 
unusual amount of intelligence and excellence of spirit. For many years she has 
stood alone in the profession of her faith, and the prospect is that she will be 
still further tried in this respect, but her faith fails not. She has been for years an 
encouraging instance of faithfulness in small things.” Bro. Roberts’ words con-
cerning Helen’s faithfulness and isolation would be echoed a number of times 
over the next 40 years of her life.

Leaving Scotland for America
Less than ten years after Robert Roberts’ commendation of her in The Christadel-
phian, Helen Shiells’ strong faith would be severely tested. The first blow came in 
1866 when she tragically lost her 12-year-old daughter Margaret. Five years later 
grief struck again when her husband Francis was killed in a farming accident. 
And just one month after that, while she was still mourning her husband’s death, 
her 25-year-old son John would also die. In an effort to deal with her losses she 
decided to leave Scotland and emigrate to America.1 Helen’s grief influenced 
her to leave her native country, but her choice of California as a new home was 
motivated by her desire to be near one of her children. Helen’s first child, Jane 
Rosenberg, was living in the small town of Carpinteria, just south of Santa Barbara, 
California. Jane’s was most likely the first Christadelphian baptism in California; 
she was immersed in Santa Barbara in 1870.2 Jane’s husband Benton Rosenberg, 
who performed the baptism, would later become a Christadelphian as well.3 In 
1872, Helen sailed for California to be with the only one of her seven children 
who would take on the name of Christ.

Just prior to her coming to 
California, Helen had wit-
nessed a baptism in Scot-
land that also meant a great 
deal to her. Helen’s many 
years of preaching to her 
friend Jessie Rutherford 
were finally paying off. Sis. 
Shiells had the following to 
say about the baptism: 
“You will be glad to hear 
that Mrs. Rutherford has 
embraced the truth and is 

going to put on the saving name in a few days. It is a great joy to me. I have known 
her 19 years, and have tried hard to get her to see the truth, but I was afraid it 
was water thrown on the ground. I began to despair, but the seed has taken root, 
for which I thank the Lord. How longsuffering He is. How many years I read to 
her and implored her to taste and see how good the truth was. You may guess my 
joy when she sent for me and told me she understood and believed, and loved 
the truth and wanted to be baptized.” 4 

Picture of Sis. 
Jessie Rutherford 

taken near the 
end of her life

Picture of Sis. 
Jessie Rutherford 

taken near the 
end of her life
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For the past 130 years the Rutherfords have been a well-known Christadelphian 
family in Southern California.

Newly baptized Jessie Rutherford and her family joined Helen on the long and 
dangerous journey to California. Also in the group was another Christadelphian, 
Helen Shiells’ blind sister, Charlotte Lamb. Rounding out the company of travel-
ers were Helen’s children, William and Lilias. Before the group left Scotland, the 
Harelaw Ecclesia had a well-attended “Godspeed” meeting to wish them well. 

A home in California
Helen Shiells became part of the small ecclesia in Santa Barbara in the early 
1870s that included Robert Strathearn, Isabella Strathearn, Charlotte Lamb, Jessie 
Rutherford, Jane Rosenberg, and a Bro. and Sis. Fisher. All of these early Califor-
nia Christadelphians had emigrated from Scotland. Much of the heritage that is 
enjoyed by Christadelphians in California today was made possible by those who 
moved here from other countries and states, particularly Scotland and Texas. 

The Santa Barbara area was Helen Shiells’ first home on arriving in California, 
but in 1884 she and her son James (who had emigrated to California in 1869) 
left the area for the Santa Clara River Valley. They homesteaded near the town 
of Fillmore, just on the other side of the hills north of the present day Simi Hills 
ecclesia. 5 Two years prior to this the Strathearn family had also moved to this 
same area. The Strathearns and Shiells had remained close, and it is likely that 
the Shiells moved there to be near the Strathearns. At any rate, this move would 
turn out to be a momentous one for the Shiells family: oil (“black gold”) would 
be discovered on their property, eventually making the family wealthy. 

About this time they were joined by the first Brinkerhoff Christadelphians, Henry 
and Jessie, who had been brought to the truth by Robert Strathearn. In 1884 also, 
John and Elizabeth Reith became Christadelphians through the efforts of Helen’s 
nephew, Bro. John Armstrong, who had recently emigrated from Scotland. It 
seems that Helen Shiells had a connection to virtually all the brothers and sisters 
who lived in Ventura County in the 1880s. Helen was mentioned often in The 
Christadelphian Magazine in those years, and always in glowing terms similar 
to those used by Robert Roberts 20 years earlier.

By the end of the 1880s the number of Christadelphians in California, while still 
small, was beginning to grow. Besides the seven brothers and sisters in Ventura 
County, there were 14 members in the Pomona Ecclesia, twelve in San Diego, 
eight in San Francisco, and a handful in Santa Barbara and Stockton.6 With the 
exception of Stockton, all of these cities have ecclesias today.

In an 1886 letter to The Christadelphian Magazine, Bro. Edward Greene (Robert 
Strathearn’s first American convert) had the following to say about Helen: “She 
is one of our ‘bright and shining lights,’ and has been instrumental in bringing 
several of us to see the light!” Her readiness to preach was well known; in 1897 
Sis. Elizabeth Reith noted that Helen Shiells “takes pleasure only in things per-
taining to the truth. She has been the means of bringing many to the knowledge 
of the truth, as taught by Dr. Thomas. Surely this is a great honor.” Ten brothers 
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and sisters had met at the 
Shiells’ home in the hills 
above Fillmore to break 
bread, some coming from as 
far away as Santa Barbara, 
60 miles to the west. Meet-
ing to remember Christ at 

her home had become a yearly affair, as Sis. Reith would report in The Christa-
delphian in 1898, “Again we have been permitted to hold our annual gathering 
at the mountain home of our dear Sis. Shiells, at Fillmore, Cal. It is a great joy 
to our sister to have us gather there, and to us to go. We desire keeping them up 
till the Lord calls us to the greater and final gathering.” Sadly this old home that 
meant so much to the early brothers and sisters in Ventura County burned to 
the ground in 2003, during a wildfire that scorched the hills around the current 
Simi Hills Ecclesial Hall.

The isolation noted by Bro. Roberts in 1866 continued to be a part of Helen’s life 
in America. Sis. Reith also wrote, “Our sister lives here quite isolated from any 
of like faith, except when one like myself has spare time to visit her.” That same 
year, Helen Shiells herself had this to say about her life in America: “Sis. Reith 
wrote to you a while ago, telling you that we had a meeting, which is a treat to 
me, I am so isolated. I seldom see a brother or sister, perhaps once a year. I was 
wondering when I read in Bro. Roberts’ voyage that he felt so lonesome, how he 
would like to be practically alone for over forty years, as I have been. How thank-
ful I am to our Father in Heaven for all the helps I get with The Christadelphian 
and other books to understand His precious word. I often wonder where I would 
have been drifting by this time if it had not been for dear Bro. Roberts’ faithful 
adherence to the word of God... I was one of Dr. Thomas’s first converts when 
he was first in Scotland. I am not lonesome, [since] I have nearly all our beloved 
brother’s books.”

In 1895 Bro. Cyrus Lewis (who lived in Redlands, California) would help ease 
her isolation, spending two weeks at the Shiells home in Fillmore. He wrote, 
“Last fall I took a tour through Ventura County, visiting isolated brethren and 
sisters. The first I met was Sis. H. Shiells, near Fillmore Station, a true daughter 
of Sarah, ready to lodge strangers, wash their feet, or do anything she can for the 
least of God’s children. She resides with her son [James] who is a kind man also 
ready to entertain any who may call, but not in the faith [that is, James was not a 
Christadelphian]. Sis. Shiells is intelligent and strong in the truth. Being isolated, 

James Shiells stands in 
front of the home in the 

hills of Fillmore that 
was used as a meeting 

place by Ventura County 
Christadelphians in the 

late 1800s.
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she enjoyed very much a visit from one of like precious faith. I stopped with them 
two weeks, and breaking of bread each first day was enjoyed very much.” 7

In the late 1890s Helen 
would once again lose 
many of those who were 
close to her. In 1896 
Robert Strathearn, her 
daughter Jane Rosenberg, and fellow Ventura County resident Bro. John Reith 
all died. In 1898 her granddaughter Sis. Ada Olsen died in San Francisco before 
the young woman had reached her thirtieth birthday. San Francisco, with 35 
members, 8 was the largest ecclesia in California by this time, while Pomona was 
the largest in Southern California with 24 members. 9

About this same time, Bro. Robert and Sis. Marion Stocks moved to nearby Moor-
park, California. In 1902, Sis. Stocks, writing to The Christadelphian Magazine 
from Somis, California, mentions breaking bread with Sis. Shiells in a memorial 
service that included Robert Stocks, Henry and Jessie Brinkerhoff, and Charlie 
Seagoe. The difficulty of travel in those early days meant relative isolation for many 
of the early California Christadelphians. This is highlighted by Marion Stocks’ 
statement that a Sis. Baker living in Santa Paula was “isolated” even though Sis. 
Shiells lived only about 10 miles from Santa Paula and Sis. Stocks was about 15 
miles away.

Sis. Elizabeth Greene had this to say about Sis. Shiells in the 1905 Christadelphian: 
“Though most of us are in isolation, we manage to get together occasionally, as 
we did on July 30 at the home of our dear Sis. Helen Shiells, who, though past 
84, is still able to contend for the truth as it is in Christ. With few exceptions the 
most of us have been brought to the truth though her faithfulness. Long may she 
be spared to work for the Master.” 

Helen Shiells would be spared from death for only three more years. She spent 
the last year of her life in Santa Barbara with her widowed daughter Lilias, who 
had traveled to America with her so many years before. Helen would be buried 
in the Goleta Cemetery near Santa Barbara, where a large gravestone still pro-
claims the faith of this lovely sister in Christ. Her death would also mark the end 
of Christadelphians in Ventura County for 70 years. A few years before she died, 

The Filmore depot as 
it would have looked 

when the Shiells family 
picked up Bro. Lewis in 
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standing today.
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the last of this hearty group of brethren, the Brinkerhoffs, the Greenes, and the 
Stocks, moved to the Los Angeles area.

The Shiells family
Two of Helen’s granddaughters shared Helen’s faith, becoming Christadelphians 
after the Rosenberg family moved from Santa Barbara to the San Francisco area in 
the late 1800s. Helen’s daughter, Sis. Jane Rosenberg, died as a member of the San 
Francisco Ecclesia in 1896. 10 My great-grandfather, James Cheetham, Recording 
Bro. of the San Francisco Ecclesia, had this to say about Jane Rosenberg: “She 
was quiet, gentle, and much respected and loved amongst us; we miss her very  
much.” 11 Two of Jane’s daughters (Helen Shiells’ granddaughters) were baptized 
the same year Jane died. One of them, Ada Olsen, died in 1898, at only 29 years 
of age. My great-great grandfather, Bro. William Clark, who had emigrated to San 
Francisco from Glasgow, Scotland, in 1879, spoke at Sis. Olsen’s funeral. 12

The Shiells family would eventually become very well known in Ventura County. 
In fact, in a book entitled The History of Ventura County, the author says, “Among 
the prominent families of Ventura County, the members of which have played 
well their part in its development and in the public affairs of their communities, 
none takes precedence over the Shiells family.”

Helen’s sons, James and particularly William, became very prominent citizens of 
Fillmore, California. In 1884 the two of them, along with Helen, purchased 1200 
acres near Fillmore. They originally raised animals there, but later also planted 
oranges, lemons, and walnuts. They were doing very well financially as farmers, 
but in 1910, two years after Helen died, their income would be multiplied many 
times. That was the year they leased 880 acres of their property to the Montebello 
Oil Company. This oilfield was said to be one of the richest in California at the 
time. In 1916 they were reported to have “a magnificent income”. They used this 
income to purchase more land in California and Arizona. In a book about famous 
families in California, it was said, “The brothers own an immense amount of valu-
able property in different sections of Southern and Central California.” 13

Unfortunately, neither of these men became Christadelphians, instead becoming 
deeply involved in the Masons and politics. Today, the land the Shiells home-
steaded in Fillmore is still known as Shiells Canyon and is still producing oil. The 
town of Fillmore also named a park and a street after the Shiells family.

In brief repose
Sis. Shiells died in Christ in 1908, shortly after the death of her first convert, Jessie 
Rutherford. Sis. E.B. Cornwall wrote the following to The Christadelphian Maga-
zine at the time of Helen’s death: “Our dearly-beloved sister, Mrs. Helen Shiells, 
fell asleep, June 13, 1908, aged 86 years. She came to a knowledge of the truth in 
Scotland 52 years ago [actually 60 years earlier], coming here in 1872, 36 years 
ago, along with Sis. Rutherford, whose death is recorded in the June issue of The 
Christadelphian (aged 87), and who was her first convert to the truth. Since then 
she has helped eight others to put on the Saving Name — probably many more, 
directly and indirectly. She has been a subscriber to The Christadelphian since its 
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beginning, and has read all the works of Dr. Thomas and R. Roberts, but her Bible 
was her daily source of comfort… She will long be remembered by many as a noble 
advocate of the truth, and [for] her large-heartedness to all, especially brethren 
and sisters. Those of her home country, who came here in search of health, she 
tenderly nursed, among whom was her nephew, our dearly-loved Bro. John Arm-
strong, who died more than 20 years ago (late of Edinburgh, Scotland). 

“But now we sorrow not as those who have no hope, but believe that her next 
moment of consciousness will be in the presence of our Lord and Master, when 
he returns to raise his sleeping ones to everlasting life. She leaves a family of three 
sons and widowed daughter, at whose home she died; also numerous grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, all of whom will miss her helping hand and wise 
counsel; but none mourn her loss more than the writer, who has been greatly 
comforted by her when suffering from severe family affliction and bereavement; 
[she was] ever reminding me that our light affliction, which is but for a moment 
(comparatively), worketh out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. Amen.”  14

Sis. Shiells’ obituary was published on the front page of the Ventura County Free 
Press. The article had the following to say about her: “She was a strong woman, 
physically and mentally, as befits those from Scotia’s rugged shores, until a few 
weeks as active as many women a half century younger… She was a woman of 
deep religious feeling, a great student of the Bible, which she had read times 
without number, a Christadelphian in doctrine.” The obituary also mentioned 
that people had come from as far away as Los Angeles (brothers and sisters from 
the Los Angeles Ecclesia, no doubt).

Helen Shiells was buried in the Goleta Cemetery near Santa Barbara. Sis. Shiells is 
still preaching today, as her grave is marked with a large headstone that states: 

 

“Here lies in brief repose
Waiting

the return of the Lord
 from heaven
Helen Shiells

1821-1908
Who for 60 years held the faith of 

the Christadelphians and died in hope of
a resurrection to life eternal”

A few months ago Helen’s great-grandson, 
William Shiells Kimble, visited the Santa 
Barbara Ecclesia in an effort to find out who 
the Christadelphians were, and why they 
meant enough to Helen to be mentioned on 
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her gravestone. He has since learned that not only did the Christadelphians mean 
a great deal to Helen, but that she meant a great deal to them as well.

While Helen’s life was not an easy one, it was a resounding success as she influenced 
so many others through the faith that she lived. Just as her life was changed by 
what she learned in Scotland in 1848, the lives of many early brothers and sisters 
in Southern California were changed by knowing Helen. This remarkable woman 
truly was a daughter of Sarah and an heir of the promises to Abraham.

Gordon Hensley (Simi Hills, CA)
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“One thing we must get clear in our minds is that the fruit is of the Spirit, [but] 
not a gift of the Spirit. The qualities that make up the fruit are not conferred 
by the Holy Spirit. Believers have never had the fruit of the Spirit bestowed 
upon them as they once had the Spirit gifts. If that were to happen it would 
make nonsense of believers’ probations, the whole point of which is to instill 
these qualities into their characters.

“To have one’s character suddenly and miraculously changed by the Holy 
Spirit (presumably at baptism, or shortly after) would make all the warnings 
and exhortations of the New Testament about failure a complete waste of 
Bible space.

“With supernaturally changed characters we would never need to be told 
what to do and what not to do; it would come naturally. No one would ever 
leave the Truth. The very notion of God’s reprogramming us for righteousness 
not only flies in the face of Christian experience (meaning it doesn’t happen), 
but it’s contrary to the way God has historically dealt with us. God wants our 
freewill response. And love, the first (and probably the whole) of the fruit of 
the Spirit, is impossible to program into someone.

“The fruit of the Spirit was never a gift of the Spirit to alter us regardless of 
our own efforts and intentions. Even those powers that were gifts of the Spirit 
never made the first century believers righteous. They still had problems and 
failed” (Colin Attridge, The Fruit of the Spirit).
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A lovely view of the city, isn’t it? This is your first trip here? Well, you have a great 
deal to see, for we have an extraordinary country. 

I have seen the sun rise over the Nile and set over the vast deserts to the west. 
I know where the papyrus grows, waiting to be used by some priest for writing 
material or by some artisan for mats, ropes or sandals. I have traveled to the tombs 
of the ancient ones, to the city of the dead. I have wandered through Pharaoh’s 
palaces, partaken of his sumptuous feasts, and heard the whisperings of his ser-
vants and the secrets of his counselors.

I have seen Pharaoh with his architects and builders scanning the plans for his 
great pyramid. The inner walls will be covered with scenes of all his battles, his 
many victories over his enemies. When Pharaoh dies, his treasured possessions 
will be moved into the innermost chamber where his mummified body will await 
the time of reunion with his spirit. Images of the gods and goddesses of Egypt 
will hover over him for all eternity.

Meanwhile I have seen the people prostrate themselves in the very streets wherever 
Pharaoh travels, for they consider him a god. I have worshipped with him in his 
fabulous temples and I, too, have prayed to Egypt’s countless deities. 

I have had my own servants and teachers. My cedar chests overflow with the 
best garments, rich in color and fabrics. In addition I have perfumes, spices and 
ointments from distant market places. My life is one of ease, riches and pure 
luxury.

I have seen the people in their daily struggles — the poor ever poor, it seems, 
and the wealthy so very wealthy. I have seen the slaves from Nubia in the slave 
markets. I weep for a society of silenced peoples. And then there is our rich area 
of Goshen, where a strange people dwell, the Hebrews. I have seen them toiling 
under their taskmasters. I understand they have not always been slaves, that they 
are the descendants of a mighty sheik, Israel, from Canaan. But now our nation 
is nervous that the Goshen area could be ripe for rebellion. So our leaders have 
taken control of the people there and forced them to build Pharaoh’s treasure 
cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

The one called Mosheh? Yes, I know him. He grew up within these palace walls, 
from a toddler to a child to a young man, then an army officer and a brilliant 
commander of troops. He was educated in all the wisdom of our land. His men 
would follow him to the ends of our empire if he asked. Some think he could have 
been next on the throne. Do I sound proud? I suppose I am. You see, he is my 
nephew, though much older than I. Yet I know there have been whispers about 

Reflections

The Prince Returns
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him — this son of my eldest sister. Some say he is not really my relative, that my 
sister adopted him as an infant, that he is really Hebrew by birth.

I do miss him! He was always so much in our lives, so much a part of the daily 
reports. But he angered Pharaoh and fled the country years ago. We were told 
that he just vanished beyond the Nile. However, Pharaoh’s advisers report that 
he was sighted recently in Goshen — checking on “his family” and the slaves 
there. How can this be? 

But, forgive me, I have rambled on and not even told you my name. I am Bithiah, 
youngest daughter of Pharaoh.

*****

It has been months, my friend, since we met. I see your busy life has brought you 
back to our troubled city. Walk with me and I shall tell you of some very unusual 
events. Some of our people think the very gods are at war in our land. Look 
around you. This is not the rich land of your previous visit. Our land is ruined. 
Indeed, it seems there is one God, Yahweh, in control of our land. And He is not 
a god of Egypt at all!

You remember we talked about Mosheh, who led our armies and who mysteriously 
disappeared, like the desert winds? Well, we have learned for certain that he is not 
of Egyptian heritage, but born a Hebrew of Goshen. My eldest sister has told us 
of finding a baby in a basket floating in the Nile. She told of a little girl watching 
from the rushes, who offered to find a Hebrew woman to nurse him. Why would 
a mother put a baby in a basket and set it afloat? I am ashamed to say. My people 
destroyed many male children of Israel in an attempt to limit their numbers. But 
she drew this child out of the water — my “nephew” — and she raised him as her 
own son. All the whispers were quite true. 

Yes, he has returned to Pharaoh’s court. I have seen him. But he is nothing like 
his former self. He isn’t dressed as an Egyptian prince or general, and he has no 
titles or servants. He wears plain clothes, carryies a shepherd’s crook, and is ac-
companied by a man he calls his brother, Aaron. The two of them, looking like 
nomads, march right into the palace and the very throne room, as though they 
have authority to do so! And the demands they make! They claim Pharaoh must 
let the Hebrews leave Egypt to worship the God of their fathers. We have suffered 
terribly for refusing to bow to such demands. Have you not heard any reports? 
Ah, natural occurrences, you say. I think not! If you had been here you would 
know better, my friend.

Have you ever seen the waters of a river turned to blood? I did. Every living 
thing in the Nile died — what a stink! Then Aaron stretched his rod over the 
river and frogs came out. Do you have any idea, my friend, how high a frog can 
jump? They were everywhere, even in our beds and ovens! Yet Pharaoh refused 
to let the Hebrews leave. While the stench of dead frogs was still over the land, 
there was another infestation. This one was gnats — fleas and lice, followed by 
swarms of filthy flies. 
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We kept wondering why Pharaoh just didn’t let these people go. Clearly the 
gods of Egypt were no match for the Hebrew God. All the priests’ prayers and 
ceremonies did no good. The misery continued with pestilence on the cattle and 
then boils on humans and cattle. What agony! Pharaoh promised to release the 
Hebrews, and then changed his mind. What kind of a man can experience such 
anguish and still think he and his gods are in command?

Mosheh had told Pharaoh and his officials that they and all Egypt would learn that 
the earth belongs to the LORD, Yahweh. He even says his God put Pharaoh on the 
throne so that the Name of the LORD would be proclaimed in all the earth. 

What could Egypt’s gods do? They are worthless. But Pharaoh still refused to learn 
his lesson. And so more calamities came to our land: rain, huge hail, thunder and 
lightning. Then came the scourge of the desert — the locusts. The ground was 
black with their armies. They left absolutely nothing green. I saw it all. But still 
Pharaoh refused to let the Hebrews go to honor their God. The latest plague was 
only last week, my friend. Surely you heard of the thick darkness, like an enormous 
sandstorm, that swept through our land for three days. We couldn’t go anywhere 
or even see anyone. It was horrifying. 

Pharaoh has told Mosheh and Aaron to get out of his sight and they have told him 
they will never appear before him again. However, there was one last dreadful 
message of doom, and we wait for it to fall. The firstborn of every household will 
die. This is because Pharaoh stubbornly refuses to release the LORD’s firstborn 
— these Hebrews — children of Israel. Pharaoh and all Egypt will then surely 
know the God of the slaves reigns supreme.

I have seen all of this. Now I wonder what else Yahweh will show us.
Bithiah

[Editor’s Note: How does Bithiah’s story end? We cannot know, but perhaps the “dull, 
dry” geneaology of 1 Chronicles 4:17,18 gives us a clue.]

 Tamar the Upright

The story of Tamar is found in Genesis 38. It is a tale of great inspiration and 
encouragement for all who love the promise of the covenant. Tamar was the 
daughter-in-law of Judah. Her name means “palm tree”. In the Song of Songs, 
Solomon describes his beloved wife in many endearing terms, including “Thy 
stature is like to a palm tree...”  (Song 7:7), no doubt indicating her uprightness. 
As we shall see, Tamar is revealed not only as upright, but as possessing a deep 
and unquenchable love for the promises of God.

Tamar’s first husband Er was slain by the Lord because of his wickedness. Er’s 
brother Onan refused to raise a seed to his slain brother; consequently, the Lord 
slew him also. Under the principles of God (as solidified in the law of Moses), 
the land inheritance was virtually equated with the eternal inheritance. If you 
respected and loved your land inheritance, it suggested that you loved and pro-
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tected your eternal inheritance, the coming Kingdom of God on the earth. This is 
why Abraham surveyed his land inheritance in a very literal way. God told him, 
“Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breath of it: for unto 
thee will I give it” (Gen 13:17). Moreover, Naboth and his sons died rather than 
sell their land inheritance to wicked king Ahab (1Ki 21:3,12-14). 

Although we don’t know a lot about Tamar’s background, we can assume she 
was a Canaanite. Judah took a Canaanite for his wife; probably he took a wife 
for Er from the Canaanites as well. Evidently Tamar came to love the promised 
inheritance. When she saw that Judah’s last son, Shelah, was not given to her in 
order to have a child to preserve her inheritance, she formulated her own plan 
to lay hold of it. We know the story. Tamar put her very life on the line in order 
to have a child to preserve her place in the line of promise. She played the harlot 
with her father-in-law, Judah, to obtain the inheritance and was commended by 
Judah himself, in his confession: “She is more righteous than I” (Gen 38:26).

Tamar realized that obtaining the land inheritance was equal to inheriting the 
earth. This lesson provides a powerful exhortation for us to treasure, “Lay hold 
of ” the promise. We are to passionately love the covenant promise of eternal life, 
which was very much a family issue in the Old Testament and, in its spiritual 
application, remains so to this day.

The key exhortation is: “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called” (1Ti 6:12). Nothing worth gaining comes easily, 
as this faithful woman found when she “fought” for her inheritance — valuing it 
more than life itself. We must do the same.

In the process of time Tamar gave birth to twin sons, Pharez and Zarah. Pharez 
signifies “a breach”, or “to break forth.” He was given this name because he asserted 
himself in birth before his twin brother Zarah, whom he supplanted. Thus he is 
accounted as the natural firstborn of Judah. We point out this fact because of the 
numerous times in Scripture that the faith of the firstborn child is exceeded and 
supplanted by the faith of a later child. Examples abound: Isaac over Ishmael, 
Joseph over his brothers, David over his brothers, Jesus over Adam, and many 
others.

Of great interest is the fact that Tamar’s son Pharez is given high marks in Ruth 
4:11,12. When the people bless Boaz and Ruth they say, “May your house be like 
the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the children that the 
Lord will give you by this young woman.” Consequently Tamar not only loved the 
covenant, but apparently she taught this principle to her sons and Pharez is listed 
in the line of Jesus (Matt 1:3). Even more remarkable is the fact that at the occa-
sion of the birth of Obed, the son of Ruth and Boaz, the genealogy is picked up 
beginning with Pharez! Such notable names are mentioned as Nashon, “a prince 
of the tribe of Judah”, Salmon, the husband of Rahab (and probably one of the 
spies who searched Jericho), Boaz, Obed, Jesse and David (Ruth 4:18-22).

Thus the Lord preserved the line of the Messiah through a faithful Canaanite 
woman by means of unusual circumstances. Tamar was essentially a single mother: 
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we are told that Judah “knew her again no more” after the birth of Pharez and 
Zarah. Yet that awkward situation did not deter her from instructing her sons 
in the way of God. We learn that a difficult situation need not prevent us from 
loving the covenant and teaching it to our children.

We will close with a remarkable list of comparisons regarding the lives of Tamar 
and Ruth:

(1) Both Tamar and Ruth bore sons by means of a deliberate and designed 
attempt to preserve their inheritances.

(2) Both women incurred risks to gain children.
(3) Both women were Gentiles.
(4) Both women were with child by men of an earlier generation (Tamar 

was Judah’s daughter-in-law and Ruth was married to Boaz, of Naomi’s 
generation).

(5) Both sons, Pharez and Obed, are mentioned in the line of the Messiah 
and appear as men of faith.

(6) Both sons were conceived through the faith of their mothers.
These wonderful reflections draw our minds to the words of King David, “Marvel-
lous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well” (Psa 139:14).

Ellen Styles (Ann Arbor, MI) 

Who is “the Mighty God”? (Isaiah 9:6)

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6).

Who is the child who bears this wonderful name, or names? There can be no real 
question for any Christian that the final and perfect fulfillment of this prophecy 
is the Lord Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, to most orthodox Christians, there is no real question that the 
names “Mighty God” and “Everlasting Father” can apply to the baby Jesus. Of 
course, those who know the truth of the Bible on this subject cannot accept such 
designations at face value. So there must be explanation and exposition, probably 
delving into the relevant Hebrew words and their usage elsewhere. 

Hebrew scholars, who agree generally that the prophecy was (and still is) about 
a coming Messiah, do not believe:

(1) that Jesus was the child, or
(2) that the Messiah, if and when he does come, will be in any literal sense 

“Mighty God” and “Everlasting Father”. 
As Christadelphians, we would disagree with them on Point 1, but nevertheless 
— since we do agree with them on Point 2 — we can find some real help in their 
suggested explanations of this verse.
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Following the Soncino Books of the Bible, it may be noted that the seeming series 
of names or titles may all be intended as simply one name or title. An earlier ex-
ample of such an elongated name is found in the immediately preceding chapter 
of Isaiah: Maher-shalal-hashbaz (Isa 8:1). 

The Soncino commentary suggests that the names or name in Isaiah 9:6 might 
be read all in one, and only a bit longer than Maher-shalal-hashbaz. A reasonable 
transliteration would be “Pele-ya’ats-gibbor-el-abi-ad-sar-shalom”. Longer, no 
doubt, but if we split it between the “el” (“god”) and the “abi” (“father”) we just 
might manage, with practice, to say it all.

Furthermore, and still following the Soncino commentary, we may suggest that 
the name be translated: 

“The wonderful counselor, the mighty God, IS the everlasting Father OF 
the prince of peace.”

Some of these same “names” are combined elsewhere in Isaiah. For example, the 
LORD God is referred to as “Wonderful/marvelous (‘pele’) counselor/planner 
(‘etsah’, derived from ‘ya’ats’)” (Isa 25:1; 28:29).

Thus, when the whole “name” is read in reference to another person, it should 
not be inferred that the child — in this case, the Messiah — possesses all these 
attributes, but rather that he is understood to act for the Being, Yahweh Himself, 
who does possess these attributes.

In the same vein, the later Jewish Study Bible, published by the Jewish Publication 
Society, adds the following: 

“Semitic names often consist of sentences that describe God; thus the 
name Isaiah in Hebrew means ‘The LORD saves’; Hezekiah, ‘The LORD 
strengthens’; in Akkadian, the name of the Babylonian king Merodach-
baladan (Isa 39:1) means ‘the god Marduk has provided an heir.’ These 
names do not describe that person who holds them but the god whom the 
parents worship. Similarly, the name given to the child in this verse does 
not describe that child or attribute divinity to him, contrary to classical 
Christian readings of the messianic verse.”

Something like this might be useful in understanding, and explaining, what can 
often be a “wrested Scripture”, Isaiah 9:6. 

George Booker (Austin Leander, TX)
____________

Sleeping at the Foot of the Ladder

Alas, we make
A ladder of our thoughts,

Where angels step —
But sleep ourselves at the foot.

Our high resolves look down upon our slumbering acts.

C.A. Ladson
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Bahama Update
We are pleased to report another visit by CBM Canada workers to help conduct 
Learn To Read the Bible Seminars with the ecclesia and interested friends on both 
New Providence and Grand Bahama. 

Bro. Nathanael Abel and Bro. Dave Styles led the seminars on New Providence 
on February 26-28. Three sessions resulted in an average attendance of 31 per 
session.

On Grand Bahama two sessions resulted in an average of 18 per session. Six at-
tended the memorial meeting on Saturday.

Ted Hodge, Jr.
Recently Bro. David Styles and I had the opportunity to travel to the Bahamas 
and present some Bible seminars. We traveled to Nassau first and did three nights 
of seminars on Genesis (Abraham to Joseph). The turnout for the seminar was 
good, with about 35 interested friends in all. Sis. Penny brought her entire family 
to the seminars, and they showed a keen interest in the material. Sis. Penny also 
did a wonderful job organizing and providing all the refreshments with the help 
of her daughter Tami. It was so encouraging to see so many people eager to hear 
God’s message. The audience knew their Bibles well and had many insightful 
comments and questions. 

The second phase of the trip took us to Freeport, Grand Bahama. There we looked 
at the book of Daniel and really focused on the prophecies in Daniel 2, 7, and 8. 
The group of attendees there were so eager to learn and, even though the mate-
rial was difficult at times, they really seemed to grasp it. On Saturday, after four 
hours of seminars, we held a memorial service with the small ecclesia in Free-
port. It means so much to this group to have brothers and sisters come and visit 
them and share the emblems with them. They are working hard to maintain and 
develop a lightstand in the Bahamas under difficult conditions. Overall, I think 
the trip benefited David and me as much as it did them. It is a real spiritual boost 
to preach in an area where people are so receptive and excited about the Bible. 
Please contact Bro. Ted Hodge for information about these short trips that can 
be taken and what can be accomplished in such a short time.

Nathanael Abel

Bible Mission News
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Central America
A Visit to Three Countries in Central America

December 22, 2007 – January 8, 2008

El Salvador
The annual year-end conference in El Salvador was attended by around 115 broth-
ers, sisters, young people, and children. Visitors to the conference included two 
from Quito, two from Mexico, eight from Costa Rica, two from Guatemala, one 
from Canada, and two from the United States. The event was very well organized 
by the San Salvador brothers and sisters. Studies were provided for the adults and 
two groups for the teenagers (younger and older). The fellowship and interaction 
among the different groups was the outstanding benefit of the conference. For 
those who had not experienced being with such a large number of brothers and 
sisters, it was particularly valuable. Those from Guadalajara and Quito made 
particular mention of this to me.

Costa Rica
Year-end activities were held in the ecclesial hall over the period December 28 
through 31. Bro. Dennis Paggi and I shared presenting the studies during this 
time. The only other visitors were Bro. Jorge and Sis. Carmen from Quito, who 
thoroughly enjoyed their time with the brothers and sisters. The attendance at 
all of the events was very encouraging.

The ecclesia of 50 brothers and sisters meets in its own hall in Santa Barbara, just 
three blocks from the town center. Santa Barbara is 18 kilometers (11 miles) from 
the capital, San Jose. The small town of 25,000 inhabitants is surrounded by coffee 
plantations, many of which are being replaced with ornamental plant nurseries. 
Coffee has been Costa Rica’s main export for decades but has now been replaced 
with more profitable crops and high-tech industries. 

Guadalajara, Mexico
The growth that has taken place here since my last visit two years ago was very 
impressive. The ecclesia has increased from two to 15, with two more close to 
baptism. The potential for further growth here appears to be very good, with fer-
tile ground amongst the families of the existing members. There was a very good 
attendance at the four studies presented on “Having the Mind of Christ”.

Guadalajara is Mexico’s second largest city with a population of over six mil-
lion in the greater metropolitan area. With a very pleasant climate and friendly 
people, there is a lot to like in this large city located 540 kilometers (335 miles) 
northwest of Mexico City.

There is much work to do in preaching the gospel and supporting the existing 
ecclesia here. May it be the will of our Father to continue to bless the effort here 
in Guadalajara.

Gordon Dangerfield
Linkman, Costa Rica



TIDINGS — JuNe, 2008 245

Inside the Costa Rican ecclesial hall after a Bible class.

Guadalajara and San Diego —
Partner Ecclesias

As of November 1, 2007, the Guadalajara, Mexico, and San Diego, California, 
Ecclesias commenced a partnership program. This program is fully endorsed by 
the CBMA, and will provide mutual encouragement for both ecclesias through the 
interchange of information by means of letters/emails, ecclesial newsletters, photo 
displays of ecclesial events, etc. Members of the San Diego Ecclesia are also willing 
to travel to Guadalajara for short-term visits. The brothers will give exhortations, 
Bible classes, and lectures, while the sisters will lead sisters’ classes as well as sup-
port members and encourage visitors in many ways. The Guadalajara Ecclesia now 
has 14 members, and the San Diego Ecclesia has a membership of approximately 
80. Since the country of Mexico and the state of California are neighbors and 
the distance between the two ecclesias is relatively short, there should be regular 
visits during the year, which in the case of most other Latin American ecclesias 
would be much more difficult. A few of the San Diego members speak Spanish 
and thus will be able to minister the word without translation. Also, some of the 
Guadalajara members speak English and will be able to translate talks by the San 
Diego brothers from English to Spanish. In addition, of course, a great benefit 
will be the fellowship generated between the two ecclesias.

The first visit undertaken by members of the San Diego Ecclesia to Guadalajara 
took place in November 2007, from Thursday the 22nd to Sunday the 25th. Bro. 
Howard and Sis. Pam Schlottman, along with Bro. Martin and Sis. Kathy Owen, 
supported a variety of ecclesial activities. They were encouraged by the hospitable 
welcome they received from the members and friends in Guadalajara. Bro. How-
ard gave a study on serving brethren Friday evening to the brothers in English; 
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this was translated by one of the local brethren, Gabriel López. Bro. Martin, who 
has Spanish language abilities, gave the Sunday exhortation on the readings in 2 
Timothy; Sis. Mary Mejía of the Guadalajara Ecclesia reviewed the typed Span-
ish text of the exhortation beforehand. These are two of many examples of the 
practical mutual assistance that took place in just a few days. 

The Thursday evening Bible class, Saturday evening lecture and Sunday activities 
were attended by between 25 and 30 (members and friends) while eight brothers 
attended the Friday evening class. Bro. Don Luff was also present on behalf of the 
CBMA during the visit of the San Diego brothers and sisters, to help introduce 
the program and give advertised talks.

We commend the San Diego Ecclesia for its initiative, and also for following 
reasonable protocol, that is, contacting the CBMA first and presenting a proposal 
for approval. This allowed for coordination of the program by the CBMA so as to 
achieve what we hope will be maximum benefit for both ecclesias in an orderly, 
progressive manner. We look forward to God’s blessing on this partnership, which 
has already borne fruit.

Don Luff
Linkman, Guadalajara 

Guatemala and Panama — Fellowship and Hospitality
In a recent visit to the ecclesias in Guatemala and Panama, to support them in their 
weekly ecclesial activities and preaching efforts, we were very much encouraged 
by the fellowship. Although the ecclesia in Guatemala City and the two ecclesias 
in Panama (Panama City and Colòn) have not increased much in numbers in 
recent years, all three ecclesias are stable.

Guatemala ecclesial hall
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Unfortunately, two of the older brethren of the Guatemala City Ecclesia fell 
asleep in the Lord last year, leaving the membership at six — four brothers and 
two sisters. We were pleased to have ecclesial activities on three of the five days 
we were in this city, in addition to other conversations, Bible readings and phone 
calls. The brethren are well prepared to carry out the work of the ecclesia. One 
of the positive aspects for the ecclesia right now is that one brother’s daughter is 
preparing for baptism. Something new for the ecclesia since our last visit is a fresh 
new appearance to the rental location: the street-face wall has been repainted and 
clear lettering makes it look very inviting.

Conditions for both ecclesias in Panama have improved during the last year. We 
were pleased to see that members who had not attended well for some time were 
out again on a regular basis. The Panama City Ecclesia has also gained three 
members from the United States. The Colòn Ecclesia regularly has three or four 

visitors at their meetings. 

Besides a Bible class and a special lecture 
at the Colòn Ecclesia Hall, we enjoyed the 
hospitality of Bro. Luis and Sis. Vanessa 
Sobers for two days. Luis is a tugboat en-
gineer on one of the big tugboats that push 
the oceangoing vessels into place before 
they pass through one of the several locks 
in the Panama Canal System. He had a few 
days off work and the three of us enjoyed 
each others’ company. 

We also spent a day with Bro. Jay and Sis. 
Llori Gibson of the Panama City Ecclesia. 
Jay’s parents, Bro. Noel and Sis. Trudy Gib-
son, were some of the original missionaries 
in Panama in the 1950s. Jay, Llori, and I 
enjoyed a nice evening meal together, but 
the greatest pleasure was the fellowship of 
the daily Bible readings that lasted over 
two hours. 

Bro. Luis and Sis. Vanessa Sobers 
(Colon, Pananma)

Bro. Jay and Sis. Llori Gibson 
(Panama City, Panama)
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The climax of our stay in Panama was a joint fraternal, which saw three cars full 
of attendees from the Colon Ecclesia traveling across the isthmus to the Panama 
City Hall on the last Sunday. Twenty-one of a possible 24 members were present 
from the two ecclesias for the breaking of bread, luncheon, and lecture.

The encouragement from these fraternal gatherings is a real boost to these rela-
tively small ecclesias with few brethren in Panama. We felt very uplifted after our 
visit with the ecclesias in Guatemala and Panama.

Don Luff
CBMA Latin American Committee

Fraternal at Panama City hall; 21 of 24 members were in attendance.

St. Lucia
The following is taken from a report by the Stonells regarding their Caribbean visit 
earlier this year.

We’ve just arrived in St. Lucia, after nine days in St. Vincent. We feel our time 
there was very worthwhile, and there’s certainly potential in that area. We hope 
and pray that others will go and encourage those who are seeking the truth of 
God’s Word.

It was very rainy and quite hot while we were there. The guesthouse, though quite 
a nice place, had no screens on the windows or doors. We had a mosquito net 
over our bed, but we couldn’t go to bed as soon as it got dark, and we couldn’t 
keep the windows and doors shut. Consequently, we made quite a feast for the 
little predators of the evening! Some of the houses, such as the place where we 
stayed last time, are at a higher elevation, where there doesn’t seem to be the same 
problem. The last couple of nights the mosquitoes got inside the net somehow 
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— we don’t know what we were doing wrong. We survived, albeit with quite a few 
little red bumps on arms and legs; they say it comes with the territory!

We went to see one of my correspondents, named Enold, yesterday. She is a young 
woman who lives in Troumaca, more than an hour’s journey from town by bus. 
We rode up and down hills, and around a seemingly endless succession of hairpin 
bends. The horn was in good working order, I can tell you, and it’s a good job too, 
because if anyone had been hurtling toward us at the breakneck speed we were 
going... well, I wouldn’t like to imagine the results. The views were spectacular, 
though. It really is beautiful, with countless bays of white sands, fringed with 
palm trees and many hills, and little towns and villages tucked in between, mostly 
consisting of small houses perched on rocks or the side of hills.

When we finally arrived in Troumaca we had a class lasting more than an hour, 
with four ladies. One of them fell asleep almost immediately, and started to snore 
(in her defense, she had told one of the other ladies she wasn’t feeling well). The 
other three, however, were very attentive. One of them, Melva, was very keen and 
said she had taken the 26-lesson course already and wanted the next course. For 
some reason I hadn’t heard from Enold for a while, but she said she wanted to 
continue studying. She has taken both the initial course and the 40-lesson course. 
The third lady, who was Enold’s cousin, also wanted to sign up for a course. All 
in all, we felt it was very worthwhile, despite the lady who snored, and then got 
up and left during the closing prayer. At least, we couldn’t say she was bored with 
the class, since she didn’t hear any of it.

When we got back into the main town, Kingstown, we talked to quite a few people 
at the market, and many of them asked for a correspondence course. We’ve had 
the opportunity to talk to quite a few really friendly people, who have a great 
respect for God’s Word. It’s so refreshing!

Robert and Maggie Stonell

Faith at Work
Many of you remember that, in the past, we have come to you on special occasions 
for items needed in the missionary field above and beyond the normal annual 
budget items. We have such an “adoption” request at this time.

The Broughton, Jamaica, Ecclesia has recently embarked on a number of events 
and activities. As you well know, feeding members is something that, for the most 
part, we do — and take for granted — in our meeting halls here in the US and 
Canada. But in certain countries it is much more difficult.  

In this case the cost of a refrigerator and stove, at a cost of about $360 US, would 
serve the ecclesia well.  There is adequate space for these appliances, and there 
have not been any security risk or history of vandalism at this location or in the 
surrounding area.

Donations can be sent to either of the two addresses found on the Addresses for 
Bequests and Donations page of this magazine.

CBMA/CBMC Publicity
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Thisisyourbible.com Website
We are pleased to announce that, effective June 1, we will be introducing our 
next generation www.thisisyourbible.com. We’ve been working on the new site 
for almost a year now, and we are now satisfied that it will be a successful replace-
ment for its predecessor.

Keep watching the www.thisisyourbible.com website for the new look and fea-
tures. As with all websites, in case you didn’t know, the “look and feel” needs to 
be changed on a regular basis to encourage people to keep coming back. This is 
our first real change since the website began a couple of years ago. It is more than 
a cosmetic change, though. The way the new version of the site is built will allow 
us to change and administer it much more easily. Also, we will be able to add new 
content with graphics and video more easily than with the previous system.

This month we concentrate on the statistics from the “Submit a Question” feature 
on the website. You can see the questions keep our answering brothers pretty busy, 
although since the questions fall into roughly the same categories, they are begin-
ning to build libraries of answers. The following chart and graph demonstrate the 
types and numbers of questions since the website began. Have we reached this 
many people any other way recently?

Questions submitted to www.thisisyourbible.com

Report 
Period

Bible 
Study

Life 
Issues

First
Principles

About 
Christadelphians

Total 
Questions

2006 160 101 111 12 384
2007 819 564 528 61 1,972

January 2008 65 28 48 9 150
February 2008 57 20 47 15 139

March 2008 59 29 32 13 133
April 2008 53 46 49 9 157

Total 1213 788 815 119 2935

Distribution of Question Types
2006 to April, 2008

Bible Study:   41%
Life Issues:    27%
First Principles:   28%
About Christadelphians:   4%
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Why it is called “good news”!
“It is not historical scholarship which is needed for the understanding of 
Paul, and neither is it the insight of genius. It is despair. Paul did not preach 
for scholars, not even for philosophers; he preached for sinners. He had no 
gospel except for men whose mouths were stopped, and who were standing 
condemned at the bar of God” (James Denney).

Want to help?
• Visit the website to find out what it’s all about (www.thisisyourbible.com)
• Become an on-line tutor: you can see from the statistics above that we need 

your help!
• Hand out the business cards available in your ecclesia: let us know if you need 

more
• Advertise the website in your local newspaper or as a link on your ecclesia’s 

website, since the contacts in your area will come back to you and can be 
managed by your ecclesia

• Continue your CBMA/CBMC financial support either individually or as an 
ecclesia. If you are not a CBMA/CBMC sponsoring ecclesia, please consider 
becoming one to support the important work on the website and in the mis-
sion field

Sis. Jan Berneau
CBMA/CBMC Publicity

____________
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Christadelphian Bible Mission of the 
Americas (CBMA) supports preaching 
work throughout the Americas, Domestic 
Truth Corps, etc. Visit www.cbma.net for 
an update on current activities as well 
as to make US dollar online donations. 
Donations by check should be sent c/o 
Charles Brinkerhoff, 15925 La Ronda Cir., 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745-4244

Christadelphian Bible Mission Canada 
(CBMC) supports preaching work 
throughout the Caribbean and bequests 
for similar activity. Visit www.cbma.net 
for an update on current activities as 
well as to make Canadian dollar online 
donations. Donations by cheque should 
be sent to Box 55541, Unit 119, 15280 101 
Ave., Surrey, BC, Canada, V3R 0J7

Williamsburg Christadelphian 
Foundation (WCF) supports pastoral 
and preaching activities throughout the 
world. c/o Ray Pratt, P.O. Box 86, Deland, IL 
61839-0086. Website: wcfoundation.org

CBMA Overseas Book Service welcomes 
gifts of used Bibles, reference books, and 
Christadelphian books. Please contact Jan 
Berneau, 1221 N. Whitnall Hwy., Burbank, 
CA 91505-2110. 
Phone: 818-842-2868 
jberneau@earthlink.net

Christadelphian Tidings Publishing 
Committee publishes this magazine and 
other works on the truth. P.O. Box 530696, 
Livonia, MI 48153-0696.

Christadelphian Tape Library. Contact 
Reuben E. Washington, 196 E. Stearns St., 
Rahway, NJ 07065-4923. 
Phone: 732-381-4590  
Fax: 732-499-8415 
christadelphiantapelibrary@verizon.net

Spanish language literature is available 
at P.O. Box 947, Monrovia, CA 91017-0947. 
jdhunter@gte.net, 626-303-2222

Christadelphian Heritage College 
Donations may be sent to 
Christadelphian Heritage College, 
c/o Brantford Ecclesia, 442 Dunsdon St., 
Brantford, ON, Canada, N3P 2B1

Christadelphian Save the Children 
Fund provides Bible learning materials, 
personal items, and scholarships to needy 
mission areas. For details see: 
www.christadelphianchildren.com

Christadelphian Indian Children’s 
Homes (CICH) donations in US dollars 
can be sent to CICH, c/o David & Connie 
Stiles, 3 Blue Acre Rd., Middletown, CT 
06457-5012

Joy Fund, Inc., provides grants to 
ecclesias, individuals, and families to 
assist with basic needs. c/o Stan Newton, 
6861 Skyview Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 
92647-2938

Fairhaven Christadelphian Charitable 
Foundation provides assistance to 
Canadian ecclesias dealing with the 
health and welfare issues of senior 
members. Donations can be sent c/o Clive 
Daniel, 8583 Sansum Park Drive, North 
Saanich, BC, V8L4V7, Canada

Karolyn Andrews Memorial Fund 
(KAMF) provides help in cases where 
brethren or families have been victims of 
persecution because of their faith. Checks 
in any currency to KAMF, c/o P.O. Box 
87371, Canton, MI 48187-0371

Christadelphian Care-Line provides 
a service for those who need fully 
confidential help with emotional and 
spiritual problems as well as family issues. 
866-823-1039

Alcohol Help Line provides a service for 
those who need fully confidential help 
overcoming alcohol dependency. 
866-823-1039

Addresses for Bequests and Donations
(For tax ID numbers please contact the Editor)
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BEDFORD, NS
We rejoiced with the angels in heaven when JOSEPH WAYNE SAMPSON of Upper 
Tantallon, NS, went down into the waters of baptism and became a brother in Christ 
on February 23, 2008. He has been a student of the Learn To Read The Bible Seminar 
for some time. We thank Bre. Michael Carr and Dale Crawford for their untiring 
leadership in the seminar.
Recent visitors have been Sis. Elizabeth and Bro. Matthew Bennett of the Victoria, 
BC, Ecclesia and Debbie Sampson of Upper Tantallon.

Ronald A. A. Hill 

BRANTFORD, ON
With sadness we report that our dear Sis. Jean Tackaberry fell asleep peacefully on 
March 25, 2008, at the age of 93. We will miss her in many ways. Jean was baptized 
on July 8, 1931, in Brantford, ON. She married Bro. Harvey Clarence Tackaberry of 
Lions Head on April 13, 1946. During the war Harvey was sent to CO Camp where he 
was a cook. He fell asleep on February 12, 1986, at the age of 80. Jean taught Sunday 
school for many years in the George Street hall. Memory verses were a staple of the 
classes, followed by Bible-based stories and lessons. Jean had one child, Sis. Patricia 
Jennings, and two baptized grandchildren, Michael and Allison.
During March and April we held a series of five special lectures at the local university 
campus on first principles and prophecy; we were blessed with a number of visitors 
each evening. God willing, in May we are planning a special effort on the sixtieth 
anniversary of the establishment of the state of Israel, with an exhibition and 
presentation by our Bro. Paul Billington titled “Israel and the Bible: A Challenge to 
the World.” We are also having a good response to our first principles seminar which 
began last fall, with an average of 10 in attendance each week. We pray our Heavenly 
Father will continue to bless the witness of our lightstand in Brantford.

Daniel Billington 

CRANSTON, RI
With sadness, yet in hope, we report the falling asleep in Christ of our Bro. Douglas 
McArthur on March 2, 2008, and our Sis. Christine Calise, the wife of Bro. Ray Calise, 
on April 16, 2008.
It is, however, with joy that we announce the baptisms of two of our young men, 
MICHAEL MATTESON on March 16, 2008, and MICHAEL PETRARCA on April 
13, 2008.
We have received in fellowship from the Treasure Coast, FL, Ecclesia, Bro. Dennis 
and Sis. Tiffany Virguetty. Also, we have transferred to the South Florida Ecclesia 
Bro. Dwane and Sis. Yolanda Ford.
The following brothers and sisters are no longer walking in the Lord with us: Cole 
Chilinski, Mark Ficocelli, Barbara Machado, Mary Tucker, Alicia Waters, Beverly 
Wilkinson, and Jack Rocha. 

News & Notices



TIDINGS — JuNe, 2008254

We thank the following visiting brethren who took part in our spring series of Bible 
talks on the theme “The Gospel of Your Salvation: the Potential To Save Lives”: Bre. 
Jim Dillingham (Hudson, NH), Stephen Davis (Stoughton, MA), and Jim Harper 
(Meriden, CT). Our brothers also brought us the word of exhortation and led the 
adult Sunday school class.
We have been blessed with the fellowship and ministrations in the Word with Bro. 
Jonathan Burke and his sister wife, Diane, of the Taipei, Taiwan, Ecclesia. Bro. Jonathan 
led the CYC Bible Study Weekend here at Cranston. There were 80 CYC members and 
young adults, including thirty of our own young people. He also gave a public Bible 
talk midweek, before conducting the Spring Bible Study on the following weekend 
at the Westerly, RI, Ecclesia.
Paul Haughton is the Recording Brother. His address is 148 Missouri Drive, Warwick, 
RI 02886-8119; telephone is: 401-739-3410, and email is: pnhaughton@cox.net.

Paul Haughton 

GEORGETOWN, GUyANA
In February we shared with the family the loss of Mrs. Semple, the wife of Bro. Clifford 
and mother of Bro. Anthony.
The ecclesia celebrated with Sis. Eleze Bailey her fiftieth birthday through a 
thanksgiving service after the memorial service in New Amsterdam, Berbice.
In March, we attended the Guyana Bible School with Bre. David Styles and Matthew 
Tovell as speakers. It was an uplifting and rewarding experience for all with excellent 
talks.
We learned that Bro. Charles Bunyan had fractured his leg. We benefited from the 
visit of Bro. Seechan and Sis. Shammie Autar, who fellowshipped with us for a few 
weeks prior to leaving for the USA where Bro. Seechan was to receive medical care. 
We welcomed Bro. Clive and Sis. Christine Drepaul from the USA for a five-week 
visit. Bro. Clive and Sis. Christine devoted their visit to fellowshipping with the 
brethren in Berbice.
In April, we celebrated with Sis. Amy Washington her one hundred and first birthday 
with a thanksgiving service at her residence. We reminisced with her about life in the 
truth and how she came into contact with the Christadelphians. Sis. Amy remains an 
inspiration to us all for her long life naturally and spiritually.

Anthony Semple 

JASONVILLE, IN
With sadness we report that Sis. Mary Higham fell asleep in the Lord April 16, 2008, at 
the age of 96. Sis. Mary was born in Scotland and came to America at the age of seven. 
She was baptized in Detroit in 1928 at the age of 17, making her a Christadelphian 
member for over 79 years. 
Her late husband, Bro. J. Ashley Higham, was recording secretary at the Detroit, 
MI, Ecclesia for many, many years. He and Sis. Mary hosted a virtual “Who’s Who” 
of visiting Christadelphian speakers and lecturers. Later she served the Jasonville, 
IN, Ecclesia in several capacities, and was the secretary of the Midwest Bible School 
for several years. She was the mother of Sis. Lois Plew, with husband, Ted, and Bro. 
James Higham, with wife, Dale (Ann Arbor, MI). She was also the grandmother of 
Sis. Rebecka Adams, Sis. Susan Hatch, Bro. Samuel Plew, and Sis. Jessica Brinkerhoff, 
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____________

and had 10 great-grandchildren, including Bro. Brian Adams, and Sis. Kayte Hatch 
(Largo, FL).

Ted Plew 

SARASOTA, FL
Our ecclesia continues to enjoy the company of our brothers and sisters who are here 
for the winter, as well as those enjoying a vacation in this area.
In the month of March, we welcomed around the table of the Lord the following: Bro. 
Clifford Adams (Atwood Lake, OH); Bro. George and Sis. Trudy Bell, Sis. Pat Jennings, 
and Sis Dawn Reese (Brantford, ON); Bro. Ralph Coy (North Industry, OH); Bro. Dick 
and Sis. Kathy Kenneway, and Bro. John and Sis. Priscilla MacAdams (Wachusett, MA); 
Bro. Gordon and Sis. Edith Macfarlane, and Bro. Shawn and Sis. Marnie Snobelen 
(Hamilton Ewen Road, ON); Bro. Scott and Sis. Hayley Macfarlane (Cambridge, ON); 
Bro. Josh and Sis. Tiffany McInturff (Hudson, NH); Sis Deb Mindorff (Calgary, AB); 
and Bro. Jamin and Sis. Kate Wigzell (Enfield, South Aust.).
We are grateful to Bre. Cooper, Luff, Snobelen, and MacAdams for their words of 
exhortation.

James Wilkinson 

Kitchener/Waterloo Temporary Change in Location
The Kitchener/Waterloo Ecclesia is changing locations for a few weeks. Our normal 
hall is undergoing renovations.
Starting June 15, 2008, we will be meeting at the Stanley Park Community Centre at 
Ottawa and Franklin in Kitchener.
We will probably be there until the end of August.
If anyone has questions, please contact Bro. Paul Brokaw at 519-576-0249; or  
brokaws@rogers.com.

Paul Brokaw 

“We are brothers”
Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarreling between you and me, or 
between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers” (Gen 13:8).

“We are brothers.” A thousand times since Abraham, and another thousand 
times since God revived Abraham’s faith in these last days, men have become 
blind to this truth and its deep eternal obligations. Many a wrangle about 
trivialities of mundane level and many a bickering about spiritual truth of 
massive unimportance would have been stillborn if only this simple whole-
some truth had been written in larger capitals in home and ecclesia.

(Harry Whittaker, Abraham: Father of the Faithful, pp 30,31)

We ought not to make any conditions of our brethren’s acceptance with us 
but such as God has made the conditions of their acceptance with Him.

(Matthew Henry)
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It has been said, “Never argue with a fool. He will drag you down to his level 
and beat you with experience.” Comparable advice can be found in the book of 
Proverbs, “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself.” 
It means that when tempted to argue a point with someone who seems to lack 
good sense, we are more likely to get ourselves into trouble than to win the argu-
ment.

In a heated argument it is easy to say things we will later regret. We all would do 
well to remember the timeless words of advice: Keep your words sweet in case 
you have to eat them later. Jesus warns, “I tell you, on the day of judgment people 
will give an account for every thoughtless word they utter. For by your words you 
will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” Many have found to 
their sorrow that they cannot take back the obscene language or hurtful, hateful 
things they never meant to say until they became enraged. 

We are responsible for what we say — even in an argument when we are upset. 
Paul admonishes us, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath.” Phyllis Diller once quipped that what this kind of advice means 
is, “Never go to bed angry — stay up and argue it out.” This surely is not what 
Paul meant. He means that being angry is not necessarily a sin, but that, as we 
all know, many sins are committed when one gets angry. It is better not to stay 
angry for long because it can get us into trouble. When the children of Israel 
made Moses angry he spoke unadvisedly with his lips. As a result he was kept 
out of the Promised Land. 

Anger is only one letter away from danger. When we are angry we must be in 
control of our words and actions. We are responsible for what we say and do 
when upset. The best advice is to count to ten and delay reacting. Force yourself 
to be quiet. Take a walk, have a cold shower, or do whatever it takes to cool off, 
because it is important to guard how we behave when angry. Will Rogers observed, 
“People who fly into a rage always make a bad landing.”

Arguing can become a way of life if we are not careful. We can argue with our 
family, with our coworkers or schoolmates, and with our neighbors. A common 
trait among young people is to argue with their parents. Sometimes Bible dis-
cussions with non-believers become arguments. “Argue” and “anger” have more 
in common than just beginning with the letter “a”. It is not unusual to become 
angry in an argument. This anger is never wise. The one who loses his temper in 
an argument loses more than just his temper. Paul advises Timothy, “A servant of 
the Lord must not argue. Instead, he must be kind to everyone, teachable, willing 
to suffer wrong, and gentle in refuting his opponents. After all, maybe God will 
allow them to repent and to come to a full knowledge of the truth.” 

“Be ye angry and sin not”

Minute Meditation
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In life, things happen, and everyone gets angry sometimes. Since Paul says that it 
is possible to be angry and not sin, we must be on our guard when angry so that 
we do not sin. The Psalmist tells us, “God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry 
with the wicked every day.” So God gets angry, and we know that God cannot 
sin. Jesus was angry when he cleared the moneychangers out of the temple, but 
he did not sin. So it is also possible for us to be angry without sinning, if we keep 
control of our temper. Don’t say or do anything for which we will be sorry later. 
We need to stop and think before putting our mouth in gear, and our body into 
action. No doubt Moses wished he could have taken back what he said and did 
when he struck the rock in a fit of anger.

David counsels us, “Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any 
wise to do evil.” His son Solomon says, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger.” Let us follow this advice by being less argumentative 
and controlling our anger. As Solomon tells us, “He that is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty; and he that rules his spirit than he that takes a city.”

Robert J. Lloyd

“Answer not a fool...”
The book of Proverbs is full of apparent contradictions, in which one state-
ment is set against another with the obvious intention that they should be 
compared and balanced, for the one is incomplete without the other... One of 
the more famous and obvious of these paradoxes is given in Proverbs 26:4,5, 
in which apparently contradictory statements are set side by side: “Answer 
not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a fool 
accordingly to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.”

It has many times been the subject of mirth that the writer seems to be contra-
dicting himself. But what kind of intelligent person could unconsciously make 
such an obvious error? He is clearly challenging our attention, and inviting 
us to see all round the subject. In the first statement, for example, the effect 
on the one who responds to the fool by imitating his foolish speech is in view. 
In the second, it is the effect on the fool himself. If you reply to foolish men in 
the same vein, you only become “like unto them”. Rather, answer as his folly 
deserves, and you may have some hope of making him see the silliness of his 
words, and so save him from thinking himself very clever...

Perhaps if we consider a real situation it may help us to see the wisdom of 
Solomon in action. A believer may sometimes find his faith under attack 
from an ignorant and belligerent opponent, who confidently affirms things 
he knows little about, based on false assumptions. As a result the believer 
may be provoked into an angry and heated response. Yet this would only be 
descending to the level of the other’s foolishness. It would, indeed, be “an-
swering a fool according to his folly.” Better far would be a patient response 
appealing to the reasonableness of faith, without personal venom or injured 
pride, which may help him to see that he is not really as clever as he thinks.

Len Richardson (Balancing the Book)

____________
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(Please send in notices at least two months before the date of the event.  
Three months is preferable.)

JUNE
7,8 Meriden, CT Spring study day. Bro. Dev Ramcharan (Toronto West, ON): “The Life of 

Jacob”. CYC program on Saturday evening

14,15 New york Fraternal Gathering Bro. Stan Isbell (Houston North, TX): “As a Man 
Thinketh in His Heart”

27 - July 5 St. John’s, NF, Campaign Bro. Peter Forbes (Glenfield, UK): “Gospel Cameos 
in Genesis”. For more information and to register online: register.explorethebible.com 
Contact person: Bro. Jim Keating 709-753-3578 jkeating@nf.sympatico.ca

28 - July 6 Mid-Atlantic Bible School Shippensburg, PA. Bro. Roger Long (Coventry 
Grosvenor Road, UK): “A Holy Nation”; teens: “We Have Found the Messiah”; Bro. Frank 
Abel (Shelburne, ON): “The Fate of the Dead”; teens: “Resurrection of the Dead, Who 
and When?”; Bro. Mark Vincent (Boston, MA): “The Servant and His Songs (Isaiah 40-
66)”; teens: “How Readest Thou?”. Information at www.christadelphians.net/MACBS. 
(NOTICE:  MACBS is fully booked and only taking names for a waiting list.)

JULy
4-7 North Battleford and Saskatoon Ecclesias, SK Shekinah Study Weekend. Bro. 

Bernard Burt (Coventry, UK): “Lo, I Come — In the Volume of the Book It is Written of 
Me”. For information and registration contact Sis. Laura Jackson, RR#1, North Battleford, 
SK S9A 2X9 t.Jackson@sasktel.net 306-246-4808

6-12 Southwest Bible School Schreiner University, Kerrville, TX. Bro. Roger Long 
(Coventry, UK): “Built Together in Him” (adults), “A Holy Nation” (teens); Bro. Maurie 
Beale (Wanganui, NZ): “Six Lessons from Olivet” (adults), “God’s Faithful Young People” 
(teens); Bro. Mark Giordano (Norfolk, VA): “Wonders of the Kingdom” (adults), “What 
Jesus Really Taught” (teens). Contact Bro. Joe Hill 512-288-0353, 11110 South Bay Lane, 
Austin, TX 78739, joehill@io.com. Forms at www.planofgod.org/SWCBS/swcbs.htm

12-18 Manitoulin Island, ON: THE NEW Manitoulin Family Bible Camp: Theme: 
“The Kingdom of God — Past and Future”. Bro. Jim Cowie (Brisbane, AU): “Cameos 
of the Kingdom” (adults), and “Events Subsequent to the Return of Christ” (teens); 
Bro. Chris Sales (Shelburne, ON): “David: A Character Study of His Friends and Foes” 
(adults and teens). For additional information, please contact Bro. Mike Moore 
michael.l.moore@rogers.com 519-756-0175

19-27 Eastern Bible School Ascutney Mountain Resort, Brownsville, VT. Bro. Stan Isbell 
(North Houston, TX): “Pillar and Ground of the Truth: Finding our Role in the Body of 
Christ” (adults), “Samson: Freefalling to Faith” (teens); Bro. Jim Harper (Meriden, CT): 
“Pentecost Revisited” (adults); “The Time Will Come When They Will No Longer Endure 
Sound Doctrine” (teens); Bro. Devon Walker (Manchester, UK): “Jesus in Prayer” (adults), 
“Biblical Soap Operas” (teens). Contact Bro. Peter Dixon peter@tecbs.org 

20-26 Pacific Coast Bible School Idyllwild, CA. Bro. Maurice Beale (Wanganui, NZ): 
“Encounters with the Lord”; Bro. Anthony Whitehorn (Maidenhead, UK): “A Life 

Coming Events (Lord Willing)
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Worth Living”; Bro. Jim Styles (Livonia, MI): “Galatians: Salvation by Grace, Not 
Works of Law”. Contact Bro. Jeff Gelineau 567 Astorian Drive, Simi Valley, CA 93065  
mail@gelineau.org, or Bro. Gary Patterson garympatterson@hotmail.com, or website 
www.californiabibleschool.org

26-August 2 Manitoulin Bible Camp Theme: “Come out of her and be ye separate”. 
Bro. Bill Link, Jr. (Baltimore, MD): “Jude: Keep Yourself in the Love of God”; Bro. 
Richard Morgan (Saanich, BC): “Our Spiritual Exodus”. Contact Bro. Alex Browning  
jabrowning@rogers.com 416-284-0290 

26-August 3 Midwest Bible School Hanover College, Hanover, IN. Bro. Mark 
Giordano (Norfolk, VA): “Prophetic Images”; Bro. Frank Abel (Shelburne, ON): “The 
Fate of the Dead”; Bro. James Mansfield (AU): “How the Lord Treated People”. 
Contact Bro. Mike Livermore, 44943 Yorkshire Drive, Novi, MI 48375 248-462-5740  
mike.live@gmail.com 

27-August 2 Western Bible School Menucha Conference Center, Corbett, OR. Bro. 
Ted Sleeper (San Francisco Peninsula, CA): “That I Might Know Him” (adults), “The 
Gospel of Adam” (teens); Bro. Colin Edwards (Newbury, UK): “Twenty-one Centuries 
Later: A Comparison Between Their Ecclesial Life and Our Own” (adults), “How Not 
to Get Lost in a Large Bible” (teens); Bro. Mark Vincent (Boston, MA): “From Paradise 
to the Promised Land” (adults); TBA (teens). Registration and other information at  
www.menuchabibleschool.org or contact Sis. Jane Szabo szabojj@peak.org

AUGUST
9-15 Niagara Falls Bible School St. Catherines, ON. Bro. Nigel Patterson (Cornwall, UK): 

“Preparing for the Coming King” (adults); Bro. John Pople (San Francisco Peninsula, 
CA): “Powerful Lessons from Mysterious Scenes in the Bible”. For information contact 
Bro. David Brierley david.brierly@sympatico.ca 416-236-5295, www.NFCBS.com

10-16 California Kids Camp Camp Arnaz, Ojai. Bre. Nathan Lewis (NZ) and Jim Styles 
(MI): “The Life of Abraham”. Contact Bro. Tom Graham tom@bigbrand.com or website 
at kidscampcalifornia.com

16-22 Winfield Bible School Okanagan Valley, BC, Canada. Theme: “The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.” Bro. Steve 
Hornhardt (Australia): “Behold I come! Blessed is he that watcheth”; Bro. Frank Abel 
(Shelburne, ON): “Paul’s Letters to Timothy”; Bro. Ken Styles (Detroit Royal Oak, 
MI): “A Study of the Lives of Hannah and Samuel”. Contact Bro. Harold Cawston  
h_jcawston@shaw.ca 250-478-0343

23-29 Vancouver Island Bible Camp Camp Pringle, Shawnigan Lake, Vancouver Island. 
Bro. Devon Walker (UK): “Jesus in Prayer” (adults), “Biblical Soap Operas” (teens); Bro. 
Gordon Dangerfield (Victoria, BC): “In the power of his might (Ephesians)” (adults), 
“Let this mind be in you” (teens); Bro. Martin Webster (Kitchener/Waterloo, BC): “Jonah, 
the Prophet of the Great Reformation” (adults), “To know wisdom and instruction” 
(teens). Contact Sis. Wendy Johnsen wendyjohnsen@yahoo.ca #7-3855-9th Avenue, 
Port Alberni, BC V9Y 4T9, Canada. Tel 250-724-0501 Fax 250-723-9321

SEPTEMBER
6 Hamilton Greenaway, ON Fraternal Gathering Wildwood Manor Ranch, Georgetown, 

ON, 2 pm. Bro. Ian Neblett (Toronto East, ON): “For in him we live, and move, and have 
our being”. Picnic supper at 4:30 pm
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12-14 Texas Sisters’ Weekend Glen Rose, TX. “Challenges We Face”. Sis. Gerry Ann Lloyd. 
For registration information contact Sis. Maritta Terrell mt-ct@swbell.net or Sis. Kathy 
Hill kathyrebhansar@aol.com 512-288-0353

20 London, ON, Annual Fraternal Gathering Bro. Colin Badger (Cambridge, ON): “Josiah”. 
Please note new location: new ecclesial hall at 101 Wistow Street, London. Details to 
follow. Contact Bro. Dave Birchall 519-668-7081 dalefinancial@rogers.com

27,28 Manitoulin Island, ON Study day. Bro. Jamin Wigzell

OCTOBER
4,5 Portland, OR Fraternal Gathering Bro. Christian Russell (Verdugo Hills, CA)

18,19 Kouts, IN, Fraternal Gathering Woodland Park Community Center. Bro. Mark 
Giordano (Norfolk, VA). Contact Bro. Joe Bennett 219-762-2704 purepro18@aol.com

NOVEMBER
8 Brantford, ON, Prophecy Day Copetown Community Centre, Copetown, ON. Doors 

open at 12 noon; first talk starting 1 pm. Bre. Roger Long and Don Pearce (UK); Paul 
Billington. Theme: “Sixty Years of the State of Israel: What Does It All Mean?” Contact 
Bro. Gary Smith 519-758-0362 hgarysmith@sympatico.ca

DECEMBER
27 — January 3 Fourth Annual Texas youth Conference. Texas Christadelphian 

Camp and Conference Center, Freestone, TX (near Buffalo, TX). Bro. Dev Ramcharan 
(Toronto West, ON): “The Life of Jacob”. To register, contact Bro. Jeremy Wolfe 
jlwolfe518@sbcglobal.net. Information at www.texasyouthconference.com
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